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!GREAT NEWS! 

KINDER FARM PARK VISITOR CENTER GROUNDBREAKING  
On Wednesday, February 3, 2010, County Executive John R. Leopold hosted an "asphalt 
breaking" to mark the start of construction on the new Visitor Center at Kinder Farm Park. In spite 
of the breezy, cold weather, a large group of highly supportive members of the County 
Government and dedicated volunteers gathered at the site of the New Visitor Center in the 
Southwest corner of the upper parking lot. The park maintenance staff made a jackhammer 
available to cut the first hole through the parking lot. 

 
The construction of the visitor center is the climax of the park development story, but by no 
means is it the end. It is the realization of a vision that was formulated almost seventeen years 
ago. This success is the result of continued community vigilance and involvement, personal 
efforts by a multitude of individuals, considered inclusion of several special interest groups in the 
planning and development, the dedicated Friends of Kinder Farm Park, the outstanding efforts by 
the people of the Department of Recreation and Parks, Park Superintendent Bill Offutt and all of 
the Park Rangers and Park staff that nurture and care for the park, the wise and honest political 
support by our local council members and the strong backing of the County Executive. 

 

From left to right: Recreation and Parks 
Director Frank Marzucco, Friends of Kinder 
Farm Park President Jim Rausch, County 
Councilwoman Cathleen M. Vitale, 
County Executive John R. Leopold, Kinder 
Farm Park Superintendent Bill Offutt, 
Recreation and Parks Chief of Park 
Operations - North John Marshall 
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Happy New Year to all!  January finds the 
Friends of Kinder Farm Park (Friends 
Group) gearing up for a very active year 
ahead.  First, we want to continue to 
increase our membership in a strong effort 
to show wide public support for our great 
resource, Kinder Farm Park.  Second, we 
are busy planning a number of fun, 
informative activities in 2010 for both the 
Friends Group as well as the general 
public.  The Friends Group, is a non-profit 
volunteer organization with responsibilities 
for fundraising to support Kinder Farm 
Park programs and projects, conducting 
volunteer activities to highlight a typical 
working farm set in Maryland during the 
1930ôs, and working closely with Park staff 
to make Kinder Farm Park a first-class, 
unique recreation destination in Anne 
Arundel County.  

We are particularly excited about 
construction of the Kinder Farm Park 
Visitorsô Center this year, with the 
groundbreaking completed in February.  
Our Visitorsô Center will be almost 6,000 
square feet and will be located on the 
parking lot beyond the kiosk at the Parkôs 
entrance.  It will provide great meeting 
space for all groups visiting Kinder Park for 
the first time as well as the many 
organizations which call Kinder Farm Park 
ñhome.ò  These include the 4-H Livestock 
Club, the Blacksmith Guild, the Saw Mill 
Club, the Antique Tractor Club, the Kitchen 
Garden Club, the Apprentice Garden and 
the Quilters Guild, among others.  Much of 
the Visitorsô Center space will be used for 
exciting exhibits depicting farm life in the 
1930ôs.  The Visitorsô Center will truly 
become the centerpiece and focal point of 
our Park and should be open by this fall.   

The Friendsô Board of Directors, along with 
others from the Friends Group, is actively 
planning itsô 2010 activities.  Weôll sponsor 
our annual Fall Harvest Festival on 
Saturday, October 9th which constitutes 
our chief fundraiser for the year and is 
always lots of fun for the entire family. We 
will likely have a second Hoedown and Pig 
Roast in late spring, since last yearôs was 
such a success.  Also this year, weôll be 
sponsoring a series of speakers who will 
talk on various agrarian topics.  We will 

close out the year with our annual Jingle 
Bell Hayride in December.  All in all, an 
exciting year of activities that should 
appeal to the entire family. 

Being a member of the Friends Group has 
many benefits, not the least of which is the 
knowledge that you are supporting Kinder 
Farm Park and its many programs that are 
critical not only to the community but the 
environment as well.  Membership also 
allows you the opportunity to help shape 
the future of the Park.  So if you are not yet 
a member, please consider joining today.  
If you currently are a member, please 
renew your membership and stay tuned, 
stay active, and be sure to join us for a fun, 
exciting year. 

JIM RAUSCH, President 

 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENTôS 

N O T E  

2009 was a vey busy year for the park 
despite challenges created by the present 
fiscal situation.  All of our departmentôs 
regional parks saw an upsurge in visitation 
beginning last summer.  We attribute that 
to the popularity of ñstay-cations.ò  More 
and more of our citizens are taking 
advantage of the wonderful park resources 
available in Anne Arundel County.  Iôm 
sure that this trend will continue in 2010.   

 

Construction is due to start this winter on 
the parkôs visitor center.  The contract has 
been awarded to K-Lo Construction of 
Upper Marlboro.  The Friends were an 
instrumental part of making this facility a 
reality.  Once ground has been broken, it 
should be finished by next fall just in time 
for the annual Fall Harvest Festival.  Some 
of the interior work will be completed with 
help from the Sawmill Club.  Their use of 
rough-cut lumber will help to give it that 
unique farm atmosphere.
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The building will have an exhibit space as well as a large meeting room.  There is also an area for 
our staff to work out of.  This will necessitate the moving of the current park office from the farm 
house.  We would like to renovate the farm house back to its Depression Era décor and 
eventually make it part of the farm tour.  Park operations will be affected during the construction 
process.  We will lose approximately 90 spaces of that parking lot for the duration of the project.  
Access to the farm complex and the current park office will not be interrupted however.  Wheeler, 
Goodman & Masek, our architectural firm, was kind enough to send us some conceptual 
drawings of the new building.     

Bill Offutt, Park Superintendent 

 

New Kinder Farm Park Visitor Center will be a 5,490 Square Foot Facility and includes: 

Reception Area, Exhibit Space, Large Meeting Room, Conference Room, Park Offices, Kitchen, 
Storage, Restrooms and Landscaping. 
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4- H  L I V E S T O C K  C L U B  

As we begin a new year there are many 
exciting events ahead for the 4H club at 
Kinder Farm Park! 

We are expecting baby animals soon. 
These will hopefully include goat kids, 
lambs, piglets and many different types of 
fowl and poultry. This is the first year that 
baby geese (goslings) will be introduced to 
the farm along with the usual chicks, 
turkey poults and ducklings. 

All of the animals are scheduled to attend 
the many shows and events that the club 
participated in last year as well as making 
appearances at displays and parades. 

 

The club has again reached its 
membership limit of 50 members; there is 
also a waiting list for new members who 
can apply to join the club in January of 
each year.  

The number and types of animals owned 
by 4H members and housed at the farm is 
currently: 7 sheep (5 pregnant), 7 goats (4 
pregnant), 4 cows, 20+ chickens and 1 pig 
(pregnant). 

The new club officers were sworn in at the 
December club meeting and this year the 
club members have set themselves the 
following goals for the club: 

Å More club participation in the various 
statewide and national events 

Å Increase attendance at the Maryland 4H 
Livestock Roundup which is held annually 
at the Frederick County 4H center. 

Å More 4H members will go to the 4H 
camp,  

Å Mentoring of newer and younger club 
members to build friendship and bonding. 

New Arrivals at the Farm! 

Clarabelle gave birth to twin lambs on 
February 6th / 7th. 

  

For more information on the club, the 
animals and the events that the club 
members intend to participate in this year, 
please visit the club website at: 

http://www.kinderpark4h.org 

 

Kinder Farm Park 4-H Livestock Club  

 

K I N D E R  P A R K  K I T C H E N  

G A R D E N  

 

The kitchen garden adjacent to the 
farmhouse office is tended by members of 
the Chartwell Garden Club. The garden, 
originally intended to be the clubôs junior 
gardeners project, quickly proved much 
too difficult for children ages 5-12.  Poor 
sandy soil, years of weeds and weed 
seeds, tunneling ground hogs, and deer 
were a challenge, even for the adults who 
took over the garden. 

http://www.kinderpark4h.org/
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The garden club was ready to give up on 
the project but decided to make a last 
determined effort by imposing a simple 
design of brick lined pathways, four 
defined plots, soil amendments, and mulch 
to control weeds. Gradually members got 
the garden under control and were able to 
develop additional features to keep the 
garden attractive year around.  Wildlife is 
always a problem, but deer proof daffodils, 
certain annuals, and conifers give the 
garden color and stability even when the 
deer, rabbits, and ground hogs devour the 
vegetables. The garden is organic-no 
pesticides or chemical fertilizers, and 
designed to attract pollinators, birds, and 
butterflies. Thanks to Superintendent Bill 
Offutt, the rangers, and Friends of Kinder 
Park who have supported our efforts. 

A N T I Q U E  S A W M I L L  

C L U B  

The Sawmill Clubôs activities have slacked 
off after the 2009 Fall Harvest Festival. 
They have milled several logs for an active 
Friends of Kinder Farm Park Volunteer. 
His time and monetary donation for the mill 
work has been greatly appreciated.  They 
also are milling some logs obtained from a 
local church that was clearing out some 
dead and dangerous trees from their 
parking facility. This lumber will be used to 
build a storage area at the parkôs 
maintenance area. 

 

The club really misses club member 
Gary Corron who has passed away due to 
cancer. He was a great help and was 
always cheerful and friendly around the 
mill, and farm. The club usually meets on 
Wednesday morning at 9:00 and finishes 
around lunch. New Members are always 
welcome. Please contact the Park Office 
for details (410) 222-6115. 

Tom Lahdelma, Antique Sawmill Club 

Q U I L T E R S  G U I L D  

 
 
At our monthly meetings each person 
brings their own projects.  If someone 
needs help, we all pitch in and assist.  We 
have various skill levels in a variety of 
techniques.  We welcome visitors and new 
members.  Meetings are held the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 1:00 PM at the JC 
Building in Kinder Farm Park. 

Linda Baker, Quilters Guild 

 

B L A C K S M I T H  G U I L D  

 This has been a productive year for the 
Chesapeake Forge, we had 15 returning 
members and 10 students.  We have 
started to meet two days a week on a trial 
basis.  We are meeting both Monday 
nights and Sunday afternoon. 

 

 

 

Our next scheduled class is 10 April. 
Please check out our web page 
ChesapeakeForge.org or contact 
Paul Wiedorn @ paulwiedorn@verizon.net 
for more information. Or stop by and visit 
us. 
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A N T I Q U E  T R A C T O R  

C L U B  

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park Antique 
Tractor & Equipment club are the proud 
caretakers of many, fully functional antique 
tractors. These tractors have been 
donated to Kinder Farm Park from various 
individuals throughout Anne Arundel 
County for display and use at the park.  

We enjoy using and displaying our tractors 
in the Glen Burnie Memorial Day Parade, 
4th of July Parade in Severna Park, and 
have even had them on display at the 
Bowie Bay Sox Stadium in Bowie, during 
their ñCountry Days Celebrationò game in 
2009.  

On the park grounds we have them on 
display for the public and throughout the 
year we use them to provide hay rides. 
Hay rides are available during select 
weekends at the park, the Fall Harvest 
Festival, Volunteer Appreciation events, 
and we have even provided hay rides for 
birthday parties held at the park.  

Many of these antique tractors have been 
restored to their like new condition, and the 
Friends of Kinder Farm Park Antique 
Tractor & Equipment club continues to 
work towards restoring those tractors that 
are still wearing their ñworking clothesò.  

 

 

 

As a member of the Friends of Kinderfarm 
Park, if you are interested in learning more 
about our tractors, or are intersted in 
learning to operate them weôre more than 
happy and proud to introduce you to our 
charges. Watch for these tractors to be 
spotlighted in future news letters.  

Kinderfarm Park currently has the following 
Make/Model/Year antique tractors: 

Ford 8N ï 1950(?)  

Minneapolis Moline 4 Star ï still 
researching year manufactured  

Minneapolis Moline - G1000  

Minneapolis Moline - G707 - 1967 

Massey Ferguson - Super 95  

John Deere - 435D - Diesel - 1959 

Farmall - Cub - 1955 

Case - VAC - 1946 

Allis Chalmer - B - 1947 

Farmall - C - still researching year 
manufactured 

Farmall A - 1944 

Oliver 66 - still researching year 
manufactured 

 

 

B E E K E E P I N G  A T  

K I N D E R  F A R M  P A R K  

There are several bee hives located on the 
grounds of Kinder Farm Park. Beekeeping 
is a gratifying and fascinating hobby. 
Honey bees not only produce honey, but 
are responsible for 80 percent of all 
pollination done by insects. Without the 
honeybee, more than a third of fruits and 
vegetables that humans consume would 
not exist. Beekeepers play an essential 
role in maintaining honeybee hives, 
especially since the onset of what has 
been termed Colony Collapse Disorder, 
which has caused an unprecedented 
decrease in the honeybee population over 
the past several years. 

 Winter is the slowest season for 
beekeepers. This is the time to assess 
what equipment is needed for the coming 
season, to make any necessary repairs on 
old equipment and to hope the bees have 
enough stored honey to eat in order to 
survive the winter. Each hive needs 
approximately 60 pounds of stored honey 
during the colder months. During winter 
the bees form a ñwinter clusterò in the 
center of the hive where a thousand 
worker bees surround the queen. The 
temperature in the center of the cluster 
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remains a constant 92 degrees. During the 
winter months, the bees will only venture 
outside the hive on mild days when 
temperatures reach 45 to 50 degrees or 
higher.  

 If you are interested in beekeeping 
or learning more about what is involved, 
the Anne Arundel Beekeepers Association 
sponsors a ñshort courseò which is a 5 
session course on how to get started with 
beekeeping. This year the class begins on 
March 9th  and will be held at the Arlington 
Echo Outdoor Education Center in 
Millersville. For more information on the 
class, please see the Anne Arundel 
Beekeepers Associationôs website at 
www.aabees.org. If you are interested in 
keeping bee hives at Kinder Farm Park, 
please call the park office at 410-222-
6115.  

2 0 0 9  F A L L  H A R V E S T  

F E S T I V A L  

 

Unfortunately, due to early morning 
showers and threatening skies most of the 
day, the attendance at the Fall Harvest 
Festival was down by at least 50-60%, but 
those that did brave the weather found a 
host of new activities and much shorter 
lines due to the smaller crowds, as well as 
improvements in the operations of the 
event and a dramatically increased 
number of volunteers.

 

Pony rides, a perennial favorite, returned 
this year.  In addition, the mock milking 
cows, new to the event, turned out to be 

an educational and fun activity for all.

 

There were demonstrations by many 
groups, including the Chartwell Garden 
Club, Gruner Pottery, Baltimore Mommies, 
the Four Rivers District Boy Scouts, 
Chesapeake Woodturners, Annapolis 
Woodworks, Chesapeake Forge 
Blacksmith Guild and M.A.D. Frisbee Dog. 
There were also demonstrations regarding 
butter churning, antique farm equipment, 
bees and birds, and another favorite ï the 
sawmill.

 

Entertainment included a DJ and sing-a-
longs with the Baltimore Mommies and 
square dancing demonstrations.  New this 
year was the pumpkin carving contest, 
which we hope to expand next year.  

 

Specialty tables were scattered around the 
venue and included many, many craft 
items for purchase and information from 
groups such as Baltimore Washington 
Medical Center, the Mid-Atlantic Border 
Collie Rescue and the Magothy River 
Association.  


