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PPrr eessii ddeennttȭȭss  MMeessssaaggee  

By Jim Rausch, FoKFP President 

With each newsletter, I like to talk about the great things going on at Kinder Farm Park.  On July 4th, the Friends 

of Kinder Farm Park won Best Community entry prize in the Severna Park Independence Day Parade with our 

collection of tractors, hay wagons, 4-H members and their livestock.  Congratulations to all who participated!  

We continue to expand our Friends membership.  So far this year, we have surpassed last yearôs total and expect 

to continue to ñgrowò our numbers.  That means there are literally hundreds of people that are Friends of Kinder 

Farm Park.  We believe one of the best gifts people can give to the Park, is to become a member of the Friendsô 

Group because it demonstrates the great public support our Park has.  With membership often comes donations in 

the form of money and physical gifts, such as furniture for the old Kinder Farmhouse we are currently restoring; 

and farm equipment that is on display around the Farm or in the Tobacco Barn which we hope to open to the 

public later this year.  One of the most exciting things we have received recently is a sizable endowment gift from 

a Severna Park Family who has a great interest and appreciation for the work the Friendsô Group and 4-H are 

doing.  They were able to show their support by providing a generous endowment.  All of our donations will be 

used to improve Kinder Farm Park and make it one of the primary recreation destinations in the region.  

 In addition to the farmhouse restoration which will be a multi-year effort requiring the help of many volunteers 

with both skilled and unskilled hands, we will be providing funds toward reconstruction of the poultry area that 

will include new, expanded chicken, turkey, and duck areas, a major improvement to the current area. 

The Friends will be opening a country store on weekends starting August 6th and 7th.  The store will be located in 

the Visitorsô Center and will operate from 11 A.M. until 3 P.M. on Saturdays and Sundays.  You will be able to 

find a variety of wonderful items to buy for the kids or ñthe kid in youò to remind you of your visit to Kinder 

Farm Park.  So, beginning in August, when you are visiting Kinder Farm Park, stop in the Visitorsô Center to 

check out the farm displays as well as our new country store. 

Finally, we are very busy planning our biggest fundraiser of the year, the Fall Harvest Festival scheduled for 

October 8th.  We depend on volunteers to make this event successful, so please, if you have not yet registered to 

help that day, call the Park office at 410-222-6115 and sign up. 
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PPaarrkk  SSuuppeerriinntteennddeennttΩΩss  RReeppoorrtt   
By Bill Offutt, Kinder Farm Park Superintendent 

This summer has been a busy one for both staff and volunteers alike.  The grass finally slowed down due to the 

droughts we experienced in July.  This gave our maintenance staff enough time to try to trim back the vast jungle 

of vines trying to take over the parkôs trails.  They experienced the same type of issues over at Lake Waterford 

which as many of you know, we now take care of as well.  We now have two part-time workers that have come to 

us from the ranks of 4-H.  Alex Fetterer started after his high school graduation and Zak Konkus (now a H.S. 

Senior) started in late July.  Itôs great to have them aboard our team.  

A request for funding to build new facilities in the 4-H poultry area was overwhelmingly approved by the Friends 

Board in July.  Volunteer Jeff Konkus, was kind enough to plan the area and recruit contractors and suppliers 

willing to donate both their services and materials.  We will be working together to get it through County 

Permitting.  We would like to see its completion prior to this winter.  We owe him a debt of thanks. 

The Sprouts Garden is really thriving.  It has been a challenge to get the public to visit the area however.  It looks 

a bit intimidating due to the fences that surround it to keep out the four-legged varmints.  Hopefully some 

appropriate signage will help in this area. 

Our local Girl Scout Troop 4501 did a great beautification project in the Kinder Cemetery.  They weeded and 

planted a number of ornamental plants.  Our staff replaced the rusting chain link fence which surrounded it and 

the Blacksmiths forged a new gate for the entrance.  Thanks again to all who helped out. 

The young goats currently residing in the woods next to the visitor 

center have done quite a job on the invasive vegetation in the 

understory.  Our goats seem to thrive on delicacies such as Asiatic 

Bittersweet and Mile-A-Minute vine.  Hopefully our native plants 

may regain a foothold in that area.  The goats for the most part 

seem to be enjoying the taste of those plants and saving their 

owners quite a bit in feed costs!  One nice surprise has also been the 

resident White-tailed Deer fawn that has been living with them.  

Hopefully, its mother will keep it from thinking that it is a goat as it 

spends quite a bit of time in their company.  

Preparations for the annual Fall Harvest Festival continue in 

earnest.  We still need lots of volunteers however.  Itôs for a worthy 

cause and besides, itôs a great time!  Give Michele Rose or Ranger 

Nolley a call and theyôll get you signed up. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer.  

 

NNeeww  --  FFrriieennddss  ooff  KKiinnddeerr  FFaarrmm  PPaarrkk  GGiifftt   SShhoopp  
Come and check out the new Friends of Kinder Farm Park Gift Shop that will open every week on Saturdays and 

Sundays from 11:00 AM-3:00 PM in the Visitors Center starting on August 6
th
 and August 7

th
.  The shop will 

carry a variety of  Kinder Farm Park items like caps, visors, floppy hats, T-shirts, mugs (with park photos), Penny 

Sue Buttons, activity books, and stuffed animals (pigs and sheep).  In addition the shop will have some unique 

items like:  20 different farm related wooden puzzles handmade by Dick Sharp, and beautiful note cards with 

painted scenes of Kinder Farm Park by artist Lynn Reed. 

All items are reasonably priced, and FoKFP members receive a 10% discount.  There is something here for the 

young and the young at heart. 
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BBeehhiinndd  tthhee  SScceenneess  TToouurr  iiss  aa  BBIIGG  SSuucccceessss  
By Lisa Willis, Chairperson of FoKFP Farm Educational Committee 

Monday, May 16
th
 was a beautiful spring evening, perfect for the 72 folks that the Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

hosted for the annual Behind the Scenes Tour.  The tour started at the new Visitors Center where participants 

socialized, enjoyed refreshments and browsed through the items (hats, t-shirts, handmade farm puzzles, etc.) for 

sale in the new FoKFP gift stand.  Jim Rausch kicked off the event with a few words and the tour got under way 

in the Visitorôs Center with a brief presentation on quilting, followed just outside by a beekeeping demonstration, 

and then everyone loaded into hay wagons as the tour 

continued on for presentations on: 

¶ The Apprentice Gardens 

¶ The Community Gardens 

¶ The Woodland Gardens a new addition to the 

tour that everyone enjoyed walking through  

¶ 4H Livestock near the barnyards 

¶ The Kitchen Gardens 

¶ The Bluebird Monitors 

¶ The Antique Tractors Club 

¶ The Antique Sawmill Club  

¶ The Blacksmith Guild 

A GREAT time was had by all, and the Friends of Kinder Farm Park would like to thank all the folks from the 

various organizations and groups that volunteered their time and efforts to make this event such a success.  

 

SSppeeaakkeerr  SSeerriieess  UUppddaatteess  
By Michele Rose, FoKFP Vice President and Speakers Series Chairman  

Unfortunately, we had to cancel our scheduled speaker from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation due to logistical 

problems.  We are hoping to reschedule them for the spring of 2012.  In the meantime, we are also consulting 

with them in hopes of having them set up a booth at our Fall Harvest Festival. 

On November 14th, we will welcome Mrs. Diane Rausch, wife of our Friends president, Jim, who will present a 

program on the history of Kinder Farm Park.  As part of her volunteer activities with the Kinder Farm Park 

Historical Society, she has done and continues to do extensive research regarding the parkôs history and the 

history of agriculture in Anne Arundel County as well. Currently, she is working on the restoration of the farm 

house which had served as the old park office.  She is hoping to bring along a few of the folks who have some 

firsthand knowledge of the Kinder Farm.  We hope you will take the time to join us for what is sure to be a 

delightful, nostalgic trip through our beloved park.  

All of these events are free to members of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park. There is a $5.00 fee for non-

members, which can be applied toward the purchase of a membership at the time of registration.  Pre-registration 

is required through the park office at 410-222-6115.   

Our committee is interested in what types of subjects you would like to know more about or if you have 

suggestions for speakers for next year.  Please contact Michele Rose at 410-544-8302 (home) or 443-618-9555 

(cell) or by e-mail at kfpfriend@verizon.net with any and all ideas. 

 

mailto:kfpfriend@verizon.net
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BBeeeekkeeeeppeerrΩΩss  CCoorrnneerr::    SSuummmmeerr  ςς  TTiimmee  ffoorr  HHoonneeyy!!   
By Lindsay Barranco, Beekeeper and FoKFP Secretary  

Summer is a time of excitement for the beekeeper because early summer is the typical time that 

beekeepers harvest honey from their hives.  Following the nectar flow of early spring, when bees 

are gathering nectar and pollen and fill the hive with both, bees begin the process of filling the 

top boxes of the hive, called honey supers with nectar (what later becomes honey).  The nectar 

essentially thickens, the moisture from the nectar is fanned away by the beeôs wings and once the 

honey is thick, the bees will ñcapò each cell with a wax capping, thereby preserving the honey 

within the frames of the super.  

Now the honey can be harvested by the beekeeper.  This requires some special equipment, like 

an extractor or centrifuge, a hot knife to help uncap all the wax on each frame and numerous 

sieves to help strain wax parts from the honey, so that eventually the honey can be bottled.  

Bottled honey will keep indefinitely.  In addition to bottled honey, there are other honey products such as creamed 

honey, honey rounds (also known as comb honey) and chunk honey, which can be found locally at county 

farmerôs markets.  Liquid honey is what is typically sold in stores and is just the liquid honey.  Creamed honey is 

honey that has crystallized in a controlled environment that has the texture of butter and doesnôt drip.  Comb 

honey is usually sold in solid round containers and is the honey as made by the bees with the wax cappings still 

covering the comb.  Combed honey comes directly from the hive as the bees made it and the honey and the wax 

are both edible and digestible.  Chunk honey is liquid honey with a large section of comb, which is edible, 

contained within the jar. 

If you are interested in beekeeping or learning more about what is involved, the Anne Arundel Beekeepers 

Association sponsors a ñshort courseò which is a 5 session course on how to get started with beekeeping.  While 

this yearôs course has already occurred, it is never too late to begin thinking about taking the course next year.  

The course typically begins in March and ends in April, and is held at the Arlington Echo Outdoor Education 

Center in Millersville.  For more information on the class, please see the Anne Arundel Beekeepers Associationôs 

website at www.aabees.org which has many other links to other beekeeping websites.  If you are interested in 

keeping bee hives at Kinder Farm Park, please call the park office at 410-222-6115.  

 

AAnntt iiqquuee  SSaawwmmiillll  CClluubb  NNeewwss  
By Tom Lahdelma, Member of the Antique Sawmill Club  

The Sawmill Club Members have remained active. Hot weather has slowed us down somewhat. We received and 

milled some Chinese chestnut logs that were cut down at Lake Waterford Park because the trees were dying or 

diseased.  The boards look beautiful and we canôt wait to make something out of them. The wait should take 

about a year because the boards have to dry out before they can be used. The drying time for air dried lumber is 

about 1 year per inch of thickness.  

We were so pleased to have been given the funds by the Friends group to buy new equipment for our wood 

working shop. They have been used to make a new garden shed for the apprentice garden club. 

The next project is to insulate the shop to make it at least tolerable to work in. 

We welcome new members, Bruce Mitchell, and Fred Oaks. Thanks for volunteering, 

The club usually meets at Kinder Farm Park on Wednesday morning at 9:00 and finishes around lunch. New 

Members are always welcome. Please contact the Park Office for details (410) 222-6115. 

 

 

 

http://www.aabees.org/
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FFaarrmm  EEdduuccaatt iioonn  CCoommmmiitt tteeee  
By Lisa Willis, Chairperson, FoKFP Farm Educational Committee 

As highlighted in the 2011Spring issue of this newsletter, the Friends of Kinder Farm Park Education Committee 

submitted a grant to the county requesting assistance with funding for interpretive signs in the farm area, 

unfortunately our grant request was not selected.  As a result the committee is currently working on other ways to 

fund this project. 

If you havenôt seen it yet, next time you are at the cow barn check out the great new bulletin board on ñFactory 

Farming, Organic Farming, and Inorganic Farmingò which was created by Alex Fetter. 

The Farm Education Committee is also hosting a program designed for middle school 

children, called Wild and Wooly.   This program will be lead by Victoria Willis, a 4H 

AGsploration Team representative of the A.A.Co. University of 

Maryland Extension and participants will learn the differences between 

goats and sheep, and the various products we get from them.  This free 

program will be presented on Tuesday, August 9
th
 from 5-6:30 PM in the 

Harvest Hall at the Kinder Farm Park Visitors Center.  Preregistration is 

required through victoria23willis@gmail.com. 

The Farm Educational Committee is open to all. If you are interested in KFPôs educational growth please feel free 

to join us. For more information contact Lisa Willis via email at lisa23willis@gmail.com. See you down on the 

farm! 

 

VVoolluunntteeeerrss  NNeeeeddeedd  ffoorr  KKiinnddeerr  FFaarrmm  PPaarrkkΩΩss  AAnnnnuuaall  FFaallll  HHaarrvveesstt   FFeesstt iivvaall  oonn  

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  OOcctt   88tthh  
By Nolley Fisher, Park Ranger, Kinder Farm Park 

Looking for a way to give back to your community by helping people have a fun, 

and enjoyable time?  Sign up to volunteer for this yearôs Fall Harvest Festival being 

held on Saturday, October 8, 2011.  You are only requested to work a minimum of 4 

hours, although longer shifts are appreciated!!!  Volunteers will help with arts & 

crafts, games, cleanup & setup, or food service.  Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner will be 

provided for all volunteers.  Students receive a letter documenting their hours for 

Community Service.  We are accepting volunteer applications from: 

¶ Middle Schools 

¶ Individuals 

¶ Families 

¶  Organized Groups. 

Please signup no later than September 9
th
.  A copy of the signup sheet is on page 22 and if you are interested, fill 

it out and return it to: 

Park Ranger Nolley Fisher 

at Kinder Farm Park 

1001 Kinder Farm Park Road 

Millersville, MD 21108 

phone:  410-222-6115 

Email:  rpfish11@aacounty.org 

 

 

 

mailto:victoria23willis@gmail.com
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FFaallll  HHaarrvveesstt   FFeesstt iivvaall  CCoommmmiitt tteeee  
By Michele Rose, FoKFP Vice President and Fall Harvest Festival Chairman  

The Fall Harvest Festival Committee has been meeting monthly since March in preparation for this yearôs event 

which is scheduled for Saturday, October 8th from 10:00 am ï 4:00 pm.   Many of you may have received 

volunteer forms in the mail which had two different dates listed on them, so please note that we always schedule 

the event for the second Saturday in October.  If you have received these forms, please try to find a few hours to 

help with this massive job.  Our volunteers are fed either breakfast, lunch or dinner, as well as a pizza party that is 

held at the end of the day.  Last year, we had over 400 people volunteer and we really need each and every one of 

those volunteers.  This event could not take place without you! 

Along with our Volunteer Chairperson, Mitzi Hardy; our Childrenôs Crafts Chairperson, Gina Degreenia; and the 

Scarecrow Clothing and Business Donation Chairperson, Kim McGrath; Laurie Kinnamon has volunteered as the 

Childrenôs Games Chairperson.  A special thank you to each of these wonderful people for devoting so much of 

their time and efforts to this event along with all of the other volunteer activities. 

New for this year will be a ñBoo Barnò to be held in a section of the tobacco barn.  The 4H will be in charge of 

this activity.  It will be a little scary, but also a lot of fun! 

In addition, we are planning to hold bingo games in the Harvest Hall of the new Visitor Center, so donôt miss it!  

Of course, we will be offering many of the same things that all enjoy, such as hayride and pony rides, scarecrow 

making, games and crafts, corn cob cannons, specialty vendors, informational booths, demonstrations by the 

sawmill, blacksmiths and others and lots of food vendors with the addition of a few new ones.  There is something 

fun  for everyone! 

Each year we strive to improve upon the previous year and change or add a few things just to keep it fresh and 

interesting.  We also review the previous yearôs event and try to make improvements, so if you have some ideas, 

please do not hesitate to either attend a meeting and help with the planning or at least share your thoughts with us.  

Our intention is always to make you feel welcome, to provide a safe, fun and reasonably priced environment for 

you and your family and of course to raise funds for use at Kinder Farm Park to improve it for all. 

As most of you know, the Fall Harvest Festival is the major annual Friends fundraiser and allows us to purchase 

items for Kinder Farm Park that the county is unable to provide.  Anywhere from 9,000 to 13,000 people attend 

annually, so advance planning is absolutely necessary in order to make this an enjoyable experience for all.   

We have been meeting on a monthly basis on the 4th Monday of the month since March.  Our next meeting is 

scheduled for August 29th  at 7:00 pm in the Visitor Center.  After this, weôll be meeting on at least an every two 

week basis.  Please check with me for future dates of meetings.  Come on by, weôd love to have your help!   

Contact Michele Rose at 410-544-8302 (H) or 443-618-9555(C) or by e-mail at kfpfriend@verizon.net with any 

questions, ideas or to volunteer. 

Tell your family, friends and neighbors to save the date of October 8
th
 to attend the Fall Harvest Festival.   

Weôll see you there! 
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TThhiiss  YYeeaarrΩΩss  GGrroowwiinngg  SSeeaassoonn  aatt   tthhee  AApppprreenntt iiccee  GGaarrddeenn  
By Anne Nourse, AA Co. Master Gardener Project Leader & Member, Friends of KFP 

The illustrious and enthusiastic Apprentice Gardeners have had a busy season of planting cool as well as warm 

weather crops.  They have been enjoying the refreshing tastes of freshly picked radishes, lettuce, carrots, potatoes, 

peas, beans, broccoli, cauliflower, zucchini, yellow squash, cucumbers, peppers and potatoes.  Some crops not 

readily grown in home gardens were also given a place in the Apprentice Garden.  These included celery, 

tomatillos, okra, and a ñMiracle Plantò that bears berries which makes whatever you eat after it taste sweet. 

Additional container plantings of the herbs basil (4 kinds), fennel, bronze fennel, French thyme, lavender (2 

kinds), rosemary, sage and stevia were added to the Herb Garden which already had thriving oregano, thyme, 

peppermint and onion chives from last year.  One father planted a third blueberry bush that produced delicious 

berries for all to taste. 

The flea beetles have been jumping from one plot to another to the determent of our eggplants this year,.  We 

probably wonôt be roasting any peanuts either, as the rabbits seem to be continuously eating the new leaves that 

are desperately trying to replace the ones the animals have digested. 

In our efforts to rid the area of pests this year we have tried various organic and mechanical methods such as: 

¶ placing pinwheels by the strawberry plants 

¶ hanging twine between posts that has brightly colored blue streamers attached to it 

¶ placing dangling garden ornaments on the fence by family plot areas 

¶ spraying castor oil so groundhogs donôt come 

¶ covering crops with white garden fabric, and 

¶ using our homemade flea beetle paddles. 

Some of these methods must have worked since we did not have deer grazing on our crops.  However, we did 

pick and squish many green caterpillars off the cauliflower plants as well as Colorado potato beetles off potato 

plants.  We also noticed milkweed bugs on their namesake plant. 

To demonstrate how to plant and care for a Native American ñThree Sisters Garden,ò families planted the seeds 

of various types of corn, squash, beans, watermelon and pumpkin on a nearby community garden plot.  Weôre 

hoping the birdhouse gourd seeds planted under a trellis will produce at least one gourd for each child so a nature 

project on birds can be done before the program ends for this year.  In any event, we are all looking forward to 

trying favorite recipes from the types of vegetables we grew at our annual Harvest Feast later in August. 

In addition to all of the planting, weeding, watering and de-bugging done by the families, highlights of this 

seasonôs program have included: 

¶ Learning the difference between ñsoilò and ñdirt.ò 

¶ Learning about the importance of worms and creating a worm jar where the wormôs activities could be 
observed. 

¶ Designing unique individual family plot plaques. 

¶ Hearing a talk on composting and having fun playing a game to determine which items are ñgreenò, 
which are ñbrownò and which donôt belong in a compost pile. 

¶ Making and tasting homemade non-cook strawberry jam on crackers, which was thoroughly enjoyed by 

all participants especially those who had second helpings! 

¶ Quenching everyoneôs thirst on a hot day with lemon balm tea. 

¶ Discussing the nutritional value of fruits and vegetables have with a follow-up coloring activity in a 

special booklet for the children. 

¶ Participating in a presentation on herbs, along with a tasting of each herbs sprinkled on crackers with 

cream cheese.  A favorite was chives, basil and even French tarragon (which causes a numbing sensation 

on your tongue that people long ago would eat before taking bitter medicines)!  Next, families made 

ñHerb Bingoò cards to use for  playing the game  after their tasty treats.  Nature-oriented prizes were 

selected by the ñHerb Bingoò winners. 

(Continues on next page) 
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ΧΧAApppprreenntt iiccee  GGaarrddeenn  ((CCoonntt ..))  

To keep some of our gardening tools out of the rain and be easily accessible, a garden bench was purchased using 

the generous charitable contribution (matched by her company) from one of our A.A. Co. Master Gardeners.  

Several weeks after giving the bench a home we were all pleasantly surprised by noticing a 7-foot standing pine 

shed with cedar roof shingles set up where our compost bin used to sit.  This shed was the work of the Sawmill 

Club of Kinder Farm Park craftsmen who cut donated wood on the authentic sawmill machine located at the park 

and constructed it in their building by the goat and blacksmith areas. The bench and shed will last for many, many 

years protecting our tools and supplies.  We are all very grateful to and appreciate the Master Gardener and the 

Sawmill Club for supporting our project and thank them very much.  To show our gratitude for the shed, a $50 

gift certificate was given to the Sawmill Club members for a Ledo Pizza lunch at one of the club's meetings.  The 

Unity Garden grant received this year and the help given by the Friends of Kinder Farm Park contributed to the 

success of this program and its newest extension, the Apprentice Garden/Sprouts Program. 

 
The Apprentice Garden 

 
The new shed 

 
Apprentice Gardeners Angela and Hailey displaying just picked 

potatoes and radish while Leah looks on. 

 
Master Gardner Barb Tibbs explaining directions for the 

Composting Card Game to the Smith Family 
 


