
 

Spring 2011 Newsletter 
 

 

Inside This Issue 
¶ Page 1 ς ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ά5ƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳέ 

¶ Page 1 ς tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

¶ Page 2 ς {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

¶ Page 2 ς WhaǘΩǎ .ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎŜƴŜǎ ŀǘ YƛƴŘŜǊ 
                Farm Park??? 

¶ Page 3 ς Something for Everyone 

¶ Page 4 ςThe importance of Bees as Pollinators 

¶ Page 4 ς Speakers Series 

¶ Page 5 ς Farm Education Committee  

¶ Page 5 ς Kinder Park 4H Club 

¶ Page 6 ς Animal Births 

¶ Page 7 ς Piglet Party: April 2, 2011 

¶ Page7 ς In Memory of Lucy: April 9, 2011 

¶ Page 8 ς Spring Cleaning Kicks Off Restoration 

¶ Page 8 ς Fall Harvest Festival Committee 

¶ Page 9 ς News  from the Gardens 

¶ Page 11 ς The Minneapolis Moline, G-1000 

¶ Page 13 ς Why Be a Member? 

¶ Page 14 ς FoKFP 12 Month Calendar 

¶ Page 16 ς Spring Photo Contest 

WWeellccoommee  άάDDoowwnn  oonn  tthhee  FFaarrmmέέ  

At the March Friends meeting the newsletter staff asked the members to suggest new names for this publication 

over the next month. A total of eleven new names were suggested and as you can see, the new name selected was 

ñDown on the Farm.ò  Certainly a very fitting moniker for this publication which is dedicated to keep readers 

informed about whatôs going on at Kinder Farm Park.  We hope you find the content interesting and that it will 

inspire you to join us ñdown on the farm.ò 

 

PPrreessiiddeennttΩΩss  MMeessssaaggee  

By Jim Rausch, FoKFP President 

As I write this article, everything is turning that beautiful ñspring green.ò  The weather is warming, fruit trees and 

flowers are blooming, the deciduous trees are leafing out, and our Kinder Farm livestock are producing many 

young.  What a great time to visit Kinder Farm Park!  The new lambs, kids, and piglets are playful and fun to 

watch and the miles of park trails beckon us to travel them on foot or on wheel.  Hiking off trail is fun to discover 

places less traveled like the Bunk Pond area.  All in all, 288 acres to explore. 

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park have held several events already this year ï most associated with the arrival of 

the new animals.  In addition, the Volunteer Banquet hosted by the Park staff in March was an opportunity to 

recognize our hard-working volunteers and present some well-deserved awards. Planning for other activities this 

year is underway and we hope you will join us for some - or all - of these.  We now have a Calendar of Events 

that will be posted on our website at www.kinderfarmpark.org. 

The Friends group recently initiated work on restoration of the 85 year-old Kinder Farmhouse which eventually 

will be open for the public to tour.  This is a long term project that will require both skilled and unskilled hands.  

We will accept all help! So please consider giving some time and making a difference. 

One of the great things about Kinder Park is its volunteers and the educational, fun events they plan and sponsor 

for the public.  We hope you will consider donating some time as a volunteer and better yet, becoming a ñFriend.ò  

By joining the Friends for just $10 per year ($15 for a family) you can show your support for this wonderful 

resource. 

http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/
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PPaarrkk  SSuuppeerriinntteennddeennttΩΩss  MMeessssaaggee  
By Bill Offutt, Kinder Farm Park Superintendent 

Finally, spring has arrived!  It seemed like it was teasing us for a 

while with a few nice days thrown in to lull us into a false sense of 

security followed by more frigid temperatures.  This time it looks like 

it is here to stay. 

Itôs nice to see our gardeners are able to finally get their crops in.  The 

Apprentice Gardeners just planted the western border of the 

community gardens with a crop of Black-Oil Sunflowers.  Unlike the 

tall, large single blossom sunflowers that most of us are familiar with, 

this variety is short with smaller, multiple flowers on each bush.  

Besides giving the area some nice color, our local Gold Finches and 

other birds will enjoy them when they go to seed in July or August. 

Grass mowing season is upon us and any staff member who can is spending time on a machine.  Between Kinder 

and Lake Waterford, we can barely keep up.  Right now we are on a 10 ï 14 day cutting cycle.  Due to the speed 

that the grass is growing right now, things are looking a little bit shabby. 

As usual, the Friends and our other volunteer groups have been doing programming and contributing to the park 

in a variety of ways.  We are getting ready to redo the fence and gate of the Kinder cemetery as part of a 

restoration project.  A special thanks to Diane Rausch for getting this going. 

 

WWhhaatt ''ss  BBeehhiinndd  tthhee  SScceenneess  aatt   KKiinnddeerr  FFaarrmm  PPaarrkk????????  
By Lisa Willis, Chairman, FOKFP Farm Education Committee 

Come join the Friends of Kinder Farm Park for a Behind the Scenes Tour, highlighting the many clubs and 

activities offered at the park.  The tour will take place on Monday, May 16th from 6-8pm.  Pre-registration is 

required.   Tickets may be purchased beginning April 18th at the Visitor Center park office, 9am-4pm on 

Mondays and Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and weekends 10am- 3pm.  The cost is $3 for an individual and 

$5 for an entire family.  The cost of tickets may be put towards purchasing a Friend of Kinder Farm Park (FoKFP) 

membership.  FoKFP members are free. The gate house fee waived with purchased ticket. 

Join us for a fun-filled hayride tour of the park and all it has to offer!  This is a great family event, refreshments 

and snacks will be served.  The tour will begin at Visitor Center.  Hope to see you down on the farm. 
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SSoommeetthhiinngg  ffoorr  EEvveerryyoonnee  

The many organizations that make Kinder Farm Park home, provide unique opportunities that offer something for 

everyone.   The following is a listing of those organizations along with a brief description about each: 

¶ The Kinder Farm Park 4H Livestock Club puts 4-H's slogan "Learn By Doing" in practice by 

assisting with the care of the livestock that reside at the Kinder Farm Park. The club members collect 

the chicken eggs and feed the chickens, turkeys, cows, and rabbits. Some members also own animals 

such as pigs, sheep and goats that live at the park. Owning an animal is not a requirement to be a 4-H 

member.  For additional information see their web site at http://www.kinderpark4h.org/. 

¶ The Antique Equipment and Sawmill Club is a group that maintain and operate the farmôs authentic 

sawmill.  Most recently they constructed cabinets, counters and tables for the parkôs new Visitors 

Center from wood they cut and milled.  The club usually works at the sawmill on Wednesday 

mornings from 9:00 AM and finish around lunchtime. New members are always welcome,  contact the 

Park Office for details 410-222-6115. 

¶ The Antique Tractor Club  supported by the Friends of Kinder Farm Park, members maintain and 

operate the parkôs collection of antique tractors.  They provide the popular hayrides at park events and 

drive in local parades representing the park.  Please contact the Park Office for details 410-222-6115. 

¶ The Chesapeake Forge Blacksmith Guild  operates the Kinder Farm Park Blacksmith Shop and offers 

an excellent opportunity to learn a new skill.  The Guild meets every Monday night from 7:00 to 10:00 

P.M. and on Sunday afternoons from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. at the park.  For additional information see 

their web site at http://www.chesapeakeforge.org/. 

¶ At the Quilters Guild  monthly meetings each person brings their own projects.  If someone needs help, 

they all pitch in and assist.  Members have various skill levels in a variety of techniques and welcome 

visitors and new members.  Meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 1:00 PM in the Kinder 

Farm Park Visitors Center. 

¶ The Community Gardening Program consists of about 125, 20' X 30' gardening plots. More than 100 

gardeners rent plots each year for $40/plot to grow a variety of fruits, vegetables, legumes, herbs, and 

flowers.  Please contact the Park Office for details 410-222-6115. 

¶ The Apprentice Garden is a program teaching eco-friendly, sustainable basic vegetable gardening 

skills to families, and is sponsored by the University of Maryland Extension Office Anne Arundel 

County Master Gardeners.  For more information on this program, please contact Anne Nourse via 

email at aonourse@verizon.net or call 410-721-2723. 

¶ The Kitchen Garden near the park farm house is maintained by volunteers of Chartwell Garden Club. 

They hold their meetings on the second Monday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at Our Shepherd 

Lutheran Church on Benfield Road in Severna Park. Guests are welcome. 

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park  is a park advocacy group that supports the park through fund-raising, 

advising Park staff as to the kinds of programs and projects they feel represent a Maryland Farm in the 20
th
 

century, and volunteer activities.  Among the many activities that volunteers participate in and enjoy are the 

annual Behind the Scene Tours, the Fall Harvest Festivals, and the Jingle Bell Hayride.  Meetings are held on the 

second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Kinder Farm Visitor Center.  For more information see their 

web site at http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/. 

 

http://www.kinderpark4h.org/
http://www.chesapeakeforge.org/
mailto:aonourse@verizon.net?subject=Please%20send%20me%20information%20on%20the%20University%20of%20Maryland%20Extension%20Office%20Anne%20Arundel%20County%20Master%20Gardeners%20Program
http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/
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BBeeeekkeeeeppeerrΩΩss  CCoorrnneerr::  TThhee  IImmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  HHoonneeyy  BBeeeess  aass  PPoollll iinnaattoorrss  

By Lindsay Barranco, Beekeeper and FoKFP Secretary  

There are many insects that pollinate plants, including bumblebees, wasps, butterflies, moths and honey bees. 

Pollination is the process where an insect transfers pollen, a substance produced by plants, from the male anther 

part of the plant to the female stigma part of the plant. The survival of plants depends on pollination. Honey bees 

are responsible for 80 percent of all pollination done by insects. 

Without the honey bee, more than 1/3 of the fruits and vegetables that 

humans consume would be lost. 

Honey bees make such effective pollinators because the honey beeôs 

anatomy is well-suited for carrying pollen. The honey beeôs body and 

legs are covered with small hairs that catch and hold pollen grains. The 

beeôs hind legs contain something called ñpollen basketsò that the bees 

use for transporting pollen back to the hive. When landing on a flower, 

the bee will gather nectar and in the process will brush against the 

stigma (the female part) of a plant of the next flower she visits and will brush some of those pollen grains onto 

another plant. In this way, the bee successfully cross pollinates and the plant will likely thrive and fruit. The 

honey bee is especially effective at pollinating plants because it tends to forage on blooms of the same kind, 

which makes for particularly good pollination. This is also how the beekeeper also winds up obtaining specific 

honey flavors, such as lavender honey, orange blossom honey or clover honey. 

If you are interested in beekeeping, the Anne Arundel Beekeepers Association sponsors a ñshort courseò which is 

a 5 session course on how to get started with beekeeping. While this yearôs course has already occurred, it is 

never too late to begin thinking about taking the course next year. The course typically begins in March and ends 

in April, and is held at the Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center in Millersville. For more information on the 

class, please see the Anne Arundel Beekeepers Associationôs website at www.aabees.org. If you are interested in 

keeping bee hives at Kinder Farm Park, please call the park office at 410-222-6115. 

 

SSppeeaakkeerrss  SSeerriieess  
By Michele Rose, FoKFP Vice President and Speakers Series Chairman 

The Speaker Committee has decided to present one speaker each quarter of the year at this time.  Our first 

presenter, Santiago Guido spoke on Monday, April 18
th
 at 6:30 pm in the Harvest Hall of the Visitor Center.  He 

described whole foods versus processed foods, including gardening information, as well as healthy lifestyle 

recommendations. 

Our next speaker will be from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation on Monday, July 18
th
 at 6:30 pm in the Harvest 

Hall.  By then, Iôm sure weôll be appreciating the air conditioning that the Visitor Center can provide.  They will 

be discussing the health of the bay and how it is related to agriculture and lawn care products. 

In November, we are pleased to present Mrs. Diane Rausch, wife of our Friends president, Jim, who will present a 

program on the history of Kinder Farm Park.  As part of her work with the Kinder Farm Park Historical Society 

and in preparation for the opening of the Visitor Center, she has done extensive research regarding the parkôs 

history and the history of agriculture in Anne Arundel County as well.  The date has yet to be determined. 

All of these events are free to members of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park.  There is a $5.00 fee for non-

members, which can be utilized toward the purchase of a membership at the time of registration. 

http://www.aabees.org/
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FFaarrmm  EEdduuccaatt iioonn  CCoommmmiitt tteeee  
By Lisa Willis, Chairperson of FoKFP Farm Educational Committee 

The FoKFP Farm Education Committee has been very busy during 

the past several months.  Starting on February 1
st
 with the first birth 

of twin lambs at the start of the 4H Livestock Club birthing season, 

the committee has been sending birth announcements to all Friends 

members via email.  Additionally, thanks to assistance from the 

Antique Sawmill Club, new birthing stork signs have been added to 

the farm area.  Be on the lookout for new signage on the barns and 

along with cutouts of wooden pigs and chickens in the farm area. 

In early February the committee made field trips to Frying Pan Farm 

Park in Virginia, and the Old Maryland Farm in Upper Marlboro.  The two trips provided insight into their 

functional farm educational programs which will assist the committee in the development of KFP educational 

programs. 

Before heading down to the barns to see the animals, check out the newly revamped ñFarm News Center.ò  A 

series of outdoor bulletin boards located next to the Visitor Center which displays a pictorial journey of Penny 

Sue, our resident sowôs birthing experience. 

As you head down to the farm, the plot of land on the right will be a new educational garden in partnership with 

the Apprentice Gardens.  The new program will be named ñKinder Sproutsò, and is in its planning stage at this 

time. 

The committee hosted the first annual Piglet Party on April 2
nd

, which was a fun educational program highlighting 

our 14 piglets and resident sow Penny Sue (featured in another article in this newsletter).  Our next program to 

host will be the Behind the Scenes Tour on May 16
th 

(also, featured in another article in this newsletter). 

Our committee has put in for a community 

grant for money to buy interpretive 

educational signage for the farm area.  We 

are waiting for an acceptance of our 

application.  

The Farm Educational Committee is open 

to all.  If you are interested in KFPôs 

educational growth please feel free to join 

us. For more information contact Lisa 

Willis via email at 

lisa23willis@gmail.com.  See you down on 

the farm! 

 

KKiinnddeerr  FFaarrmm  PPaarrkk  44HH  CClluubb  
By Mitzi Hardy, 4H Parent and FoKFP Member  

This spring season has been a very busy time for the 4H members and their families. The births of many new 

Kinder babies - kids, lambs, piglets and hopefully soon a calf, has brought much excitement to the farm complex. 

Penny Sue ï the club sow ï gave birth to 15 piglets, and although one was stillborn the remaining 14 are thriving. 

Please stop by for a visit as they are all very entertaining to watch.  

(Continues on page 6) 

mailto:lisa23willis@gmail.com
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KKiinnddeerr  FFaarrmm  PPaarrkk  44HH  CClluubb  ((CCoonntt ..))  

The 4Hôers have also been busy with many recent activities and events including the Skill-a-Thon (general 

knowledge quiz based on agriculture) which was held in Hagerstown.  This year we had a record number of kids 

participate and the kids are already preparing for the next one which will be held at the Sheep and Wool Festival 

in early May. In April many 4Herôs participated in the Anne Arundel County 4H Variety Show, and everyone 

received a blue ribbon. This event is sponsored by the County Foundation that supports 4Herôs from all over the 

County. 

Our 4H club members have also been busy tending their garden at the Fair Grounds during the first clean-up day 

of the year, and many of our members gave a helping hand to support the ñTeen Leaders 4H Clubò at the recent 

Easter Egg Hunt which was held at Kinder Farm Park. 

The 4H club brought Karen Holloway to Kinder Park for a lecture on animal nutrition, and very soon Dr. 

Hartsock from the University of Maryland will be talking to the 4Herôs about interacting with the public when 

discussing their livestock projects.  

The 4Herôs are also busy planning upcoming community service projects such as the visits to the Severna Park 

Library, the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, the Ruth Eason School and of course the Behind the 

Scenes Tour with the Friends Group. 

With the Summer shows, fairs and parades rapidly approaching; the 4Herôs and all of the adult volunteers will 

become even busier ï but you can be certain everyone will be laughing and having a good time together. 

 

AAnniimmaall  BBiirrtthhss  
By Lisa Willis, Chairman FoKFP Farm Education Committee 

If you are a member of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park you have enjoyed this yearôs farm animal birth 

announcements.  Thus far (as of May 4th) this year there has been 9 lambs, 13 goats and 15 piglets born on the 

farm.  There is still one more birth of a calf due in June. 

A congratulation goes to all our 4H breeders.  It takes a lot of time and energy to manage a breeding project at the 

farm.  The children and their parents have endured sleepless nights, cold barns, and worry in caring for their 

animals through the birthing experience.  It is an experience that is most often filled with joy, but can also be 

filled with heartbreak.  If you havenôt done it yet, come and enjoy the fruits of their efforts at the farm. 
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PPiigglleett   PPaarrttyy::  AApprrii ll  22,,  22001111  
By Brittney Warner, Piglet Party Chairperson 

The Piglet Party hosted by the Friends of Kinder Farm Park, Education Committee was a great success.  This was 

the first piglet party welcoming the newborn piglets.  Over 200 people attended the party.   

Pig crafts were made, pig souvenirs were sold and the 

hayrides offered by the Antique Tractor Club included a pig-

calling contest, and pig trivia.  The piglets enjoyed this day as 

well, since this was their first time they were able to roam 

free in the pig area along with Penny Sue.   Talks were held 

providing pertinent information about the piglets, Penny Sue, 

and swine facts.  A piglet-naming contest occurred and the 

winning name was PORKY. 

A thank you is well deserved to all those hardworking 

volunteers that made this event happen. Be on the lookout for 

other educational programs from the Friends of Kinder Farm 

Park, Education Committee.  

 

IInn  MMeemmoorryy  ooff  LLuuccyy::    AApprrii ll  99,,  22001111  
.ȅ .ǊƛǘǘƴŜȅ ²ŀǊƴŜǊΣ [ǳŎȅΩǎ hǿƴŜǊΥ YƛƴŘŜǊ CŀǊƳ tŀǊƪ п-H Livestock Club 

On April 9, 2011 Lucy, who had been at Kinder Farm Park for over two 

years, suddenly passed away.  Lucy was born in December 2008.  She was 

known well and enjoyed by all the friends/visitors of Kinder Farm Park. 

Some of you may know my goat Lucy, she was known as being very 

friendly and loved attention. She matured from a young goat that was bottle 

fed to a mature goat that delivered a healthy baby kid.   She was shown at 

the Maryland State Fair, Anne Arundel County Fair, Southern Maryland 

Spring Show and Field Day, and taken to other events.  Lucy gave birth to 

twin goats on March 20 at 12:30p.m.  Her first baby did not make it because 

of complications.  In mere seconds, she gave birth to a beautiful boy goat 

named Ricky. 

It has been nice to see that Lucy had made such an impression on others as 

she did with me.   I bottle fed Lucy when she was just a week old.  Lucy was 

a great goat, best friend, and good mom.  I had many great experiences with Lucy since she was my first goat. 

When Lucy saw me, she would always come running to the front gate with her long ears flopping up and down. 

I am now bottle-feeding Ricky and he is getting to be just like Lucy.  Ricky is a month old, and I hope everyone 

will get to know and enjoy Ricky just as much as they did Lucy.  Lucyôs legacy continues through baby Ricky! 

 


