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Upcoming Events and Activities 

Highlighted here are major upcoming events at 

Kinder Farm Park over the next few months. Visit 

the Friends’ 12 Month Calendar on our website to 

see all the happenings at Kinder Farm Park. 

Visit the Kinder Farmhouse Museum 

The Kinder Family Farmhouse will be open from 

11:00 AM until 3:00 PM on the following dates: 

• Saturday, May 10, 2025 

• Saturday, June 14,2025 

• Saturday, July 12, 2025 

• Saturday, August 9, 2025 

Historical Society docents help guide you through 

the house to learn about the Kinder family and the 

farmland that sustained them. There is no charge to 

tour the farmhouse. 

Animal Track Hike 

Saturday, May 10, 2025, from 11:00 AM until 1:00 

PM, join a Park Ranger and learn about identifying 

animal tracks while hiking through Kinder Farm 

Park. The activity is open to all ages, recommended 

for ages 3 to 10. Cost is free. To register Email 

Ranger Ziff (rpziff99@aacounty.org).  For more 

information see flyer on page 17. 

Pop-up Hayrides 

Come join us for a hayride through the wooded 

trails at Kinder Farm Park on the following dates: 

• Saturday, May 17, 2025 

• Saturday, June 21, 2025 

The cost is $5 per person and children 3 and under 

are free.  The first hayride departs from in front of 

the Visitors Center around 10:00 AM and continues 

about every half-hour until 12:30 PM (see flyer on 

page 19). 

Meet the Kids  

Mark your calendar for Saturday May 31, 2025, 

from 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM for the annual Meet 

the Kids event, which will take place in and around 

the farm complex.  The event features recently born 

animals with some fun activities mixed in.  All gate 

fees collected on this day will go directly to the 

Farm Livestock and Education Program and the 

Kinder 4H Livestock Club. More information see 

the event flyer on page 21. 

(Continued on next page) 

Down on the Farm

https://www.kinderfarmpark.org/calendar.html
mailto:rpziff99@aacounty.org
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Upcoming Events…(Cont.) 

Kinder Farmhouse 100 Year Celebration 

The Kinder Farmhouse will be having its 100 Year 

Celebration with a special opening on Saturday, 

June 21, 2025, (rain date Sunday June 22nd) 

from11:00 AM until 3:00 PM. The celebration will 

include farmhouse tours, kid games on the front 

lawn , a watermelon eating contest, birthday cake, 

animal crackers, tractor photo-op, and much more.  

See the event flyer on page 23. 

 

From the President’s Desk 

Late winter and early spring have been a busy time 

at Kinder Farm Park. 

With the help of Debby Hartten, our newest board 

member, and Rich Tambascio, we launched another 

speaker series for 2025. Our first speaker was Laura 

Falvey, a Forest Therapy Guide. She spoke to us on 

the topic “Forest Bathing”. This is a technic 

developed in Japan to relieve stress and maximize 

our ability to enjoy a meditative walk in nature. 

Laura hosted two walks in our beautiful park 

utilizing the principles of Forest Bathing. Thank 

you Debby and Rich, for facilitating an enriching 

experience and giving us a focus on enjoying the 

forest and I look forward to the next speaker. 

 
xċƨƖċЮ[ċũƻĲǃЮƚƓĲċťƚЮċĤŸƨƣЮ[ŸƖĲƚƣЮ7ċƣőŔŰŊ 

The Friends hosted the annual Easter Egg Hunt on 

April 12th with over 400 children joining the fun. 

The Easter bunny was on hand for photo ops. Park 

Books, a local Severna Park Bookstore, was also 

there, reading stories to the children. It rained in the 

morning but cleared up just in time for the hunt.  

On May 31st our Farm Livestock and Education 

Program and the Kinder 4H Livestock Club will 

host a Meet the Kids event. Many of the new baby 

animals will be available for our park patrons to 

learn about farm animals. There will also be games, 

demonstrations, and local crafters. The event is 

always well attended by visitors and lots of fun. 

The Kinder Farmhouse was built around 1925 and 

on July 21st the Historical Society is hosting a 100-

year celebration of our restored Farmhouse. The 

farmhouse has been restored and lovingly 

maintained by the Historical Society, a very active 

club under the Friends umbrella. The party is from 

11:00 AM-3:00 PM and offers tours of the 

farmhouse, cake and animal cookies, games on the 

front lawn, a watermelon eating contest and much 

more. Hopefully there will be a guest appearance of 

relatives that lived on Kinder Farm before the land 

was deeded to Anne Arundel County. 

Hope to see you this spring enjoying all that Kinder 

Farm Park has to offer! 

Barbara Buchleitner 

 

New 4-H Animals at the Farm:  

February through mid-April 2025 
By Elsie Hoy, Aviva Krauson, and Charlotte Loane - Kinder 

Farm 4-H Reporters; with contributions from Alice Collins, 4-H 

photographer. 

There are many new 4-H animals since our last 

update - new goats, piglets, rabbits, and even 

chicks!  

Market Boer Goats 

We have many new market goats. These are all 

Boer goats. Petunia gave birth to two at the farm on 

March 20, 2025 - Emile and Remy. The other five  

(Continued on next page) 
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4-H New Animals… (Cont.) 

were brought to Kinder from other farms – Winnie 

the Pooh, Jessie, Here We Go Again, Milk 

Chocolate, and Moe. 

Emile and Remy – 

Aviva Krauson 

hopes to take one to 

the fair and sell the 

other this summer 

as a ramling (reach 

out to 4-H if 

interested). Photo 

credit: Aviva 

Krauson 

 
Jessie – Wesley says she's fast, nice, cute, small, 

and friendly. Photo Credit: Wesley Larson 

 

Moe – Meredith 

loves that he has a 

heart shaped white 

marking on his 

right ear. Photo 

Credit: Meredith 

Futch 

 

Here We Go Again  

– Paul Hoy’s new 

goat. Photo Credit: 

Alice Collins 

 

Winnie the Pooh – 

Sophie Krauson’s 

new goat. Photo 

Credit: Alice 

Collins 

(Continued on next page) 

Fun Goat Facts  

1. Columbus brought goats to 

America in 1493 . 

2. Goats were  one of the earliest 

animal domesticated by man . 

3. There are  300 goat  breeds in the 

world . 

4. There are currently about one 

billion goats in the world . 
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4-H New Animals… (Cont.) 

New 4-H Rabbits 

After a few years of not having 4-H rabbits at the 

farm, the Kinder Farm 4-H Club has two new 

rabbits this year. They are both Netherland Dwarf 

rabbits with owners Michael Schaefer and Wesley 

Larsen. Both rabbits are about four months old. 

 

Lance – Michael says he really loves his very 

adorable face. Photo Credit. Michael Schaefer 

 

Clover – Wesley 

loves that she is 

cute and nice. 

Photo Credit: 

Wesley Larsen 

 New 4-H Pigs at the Farm 

There are 5 piglets at the farm, 3 Chester White 

Crosses and 2 Durocs. All five are fun and playful. 

The three Chester White Cross piglets were born at 

the farm (Stella is their mom). The 2 Durocs are a 

reddish color and arrived mid-April. 

 

Penelope – 

Photo Credit: 

Alice Collins 

 

All three Chester 

White Crosses 

with their 

owners (Sophie, 

Alice, and Elsie). 

Photo Credit: 

Elizabeth Hoy 

 

The two Duroc 

piglets. Photo 

Credit: Elsie 

Hoy 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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4-H New Animals… (Cont.) 

New Chicks at the Farm 

There are about 25 new chicks at the farm. We have 

many breeds this year including Houdans, Cochins, 

Dorkins, Silver Phoenix, Polishes, Delawares, and 

more. Right now they are snug in the coop with heat 

lamps on them. As they grow we will let them into 

the small side coop - look for that in later May. 

 

 

 

 
Photo Credit for all three chick photos: 

 Alice Collins 

Preparing for New Nigerian Dwarf Kids 

And finally, we are patiently waiting for our 

Nigerian Dwarf goat kids to arrive!  All four of our 

does (Dolly, Astrid, Bacardi and Malibu) are 

pregnant!!  We can’t wait for the kids to arrive!  Bet 

Dolly will go first!  Our 4-Hers are watching for 

signs of labor and preparing for their arrival! 

 
Nigerian Dwarf Does. Photo Credit: 

Charlotte Loane 
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Birth Announcements 
By Jen Plant, FLEP Livestock Co-Ordinator and FoKFP Board 

Member 

Blossom the Suffolk sheep gave birth on March 18, 

2025. She had two lambs, one boy and one girl. She 

did a great job. We are so proud of you, Blossom! 

 

Sweater gave birth on March 23, 2025, to two 

beautiful long-legged boys. They are on their feet 

and nursing, great job, sweater! 

 

 

Muffin the Suffolk ewe gave birth to an enormous 

baby boy in the wee morning hours of March 24, 

2025. 

 

And then on the same day, Rain decided to get in 

on the fun and she too gave birth, this time to one 

beautiful baby girl. 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Birth Announcements (Cont.) 

On Monday, March 31, 2025, Fiona gave birth to 

two big strapping boys. They are both on their feet 

and eating well. Great job mama! 

 

 

2024 Life in the Park Winning 

Photos 
By Mike Lowman, Photo Contest Administrator 

These are the winning photographs in the 2024 Life 

in the Park Photo Competition.  

 
Grand Prize (Best in Show):  Moo are You 

Taken in the Cow field on February 14, 2025, 
by Lucy Perkowski 

 
Fauna 1st Place:  Gray Hairstreak 
Taken on the Wildflower Trail on  

September 28, 2024,by Shane Windsor 

 
Fauna 2nd Place:  ¢ƘŜǎŜ Dƻŀǘǎ 5ƻƴΩǘ YƛŘ !ǊƻǳƴŘ 

Taken in the field by the Blacksmith Shop on 
October 6, 2024, by Gianna Stavrevski 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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…Winning Photos (Cont.) 

 
Flora 1st Place:  Ground Level 

Taken on the western side of the park along 
the bike trail on October 3, 2024, 

by Adam Pegues 

 
Flora 2nd Place:  Sip of Sunshine: 
! {ǿŀƭƭƻǿǘŀƛƭΩǎ bŜŎǘŀǊ vǳŜǎǘ 

Taken at a flower box in between the 
main garden and the sports complex on 

July 28, 2024, by Kurt DeLorenzo 

 
Landscape 1st Place:  Grazing in Gold 

Taken in the main pasture on 
September 15, 2023, by Jessica Phipps 

 
Landscape 2nd Place:  Sunstar  

Taken over the sheep field just before sunset on 
May 20, 2024, by Jason Bourdette 

 
People 1st Place:  Forged in Fire:  

! .ƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΩǎ Dƭƻǿ 
Taken at the Blacksmith Shop on  

October 12, 2024, by Kurt DeLorenzo 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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…Winning Photos (Cont.) 

 

People 2nd Place:  Ice, Ice, Baby 

Taken along the Blackberry Trail while 

exploring with snowshoes, during polar vortex 

 on January 16, 2025, by Adam Pegues 

There were a total of 66 photos entered in the 2024 

Life in the Park competition, visit the “Gallery” in 

the “Photos” menu selection on the Friends website 

at www.kinderfarmpark.org to see all of the great 

photos of the park that were entered in this and all 

the previous competitions since 2010. 

See page 25 in this newsletter for details about the 

2025 Life in the Park Photo Competition. 

 

Apprentice Garden, Spring 2025 
By Janet Clauson, Apprentice Garden Lead, and Master 

Gardener 

The Apprentice Garden at Kinder Farm Park is a 

program organized by the University of Maryland 

Extension Master Gardeners. It utilizes two 

community garden plots and focuses on teaching 

families with children how to grow their own 

produce organically. Each year, eight families are 

selected to participate in this season-long initiative. 

Each family is provided with a personal garden 

space to plant vegetables of their choice, while the 

common garden areas are shared among all 

participants. From April to September, Master 

Gardeners and families meet every Wednesday at 

6:30 PM to plan, plant, weed, water, manage pests, 

address concerns, gain knowledge, and harvest a 

variety of vegetables, fruits, and herbs grown in 

their gardens. 

At the onset of spring, the Apprentice Garden 

remained dormant beneath a cover crop of crimson 

clover, with straw blanketing the pathways. In late 

March, Master Gardeners introduced cool-weather 

crops into the common areas of the Apprentice 

Garden, including potatoes, lettuce, kale, and bok 

choy seeds. Rosemary, sage, thyme, and lavender 

survived the winter in the “Mediterranean garden.” 

Mint, cultivated in 

large pots to 

prevent spreading, 

is a resilient 

perennial that 

survives the winter 

and begins budding 

in early spring. In 

the “Strawberry Corner,” potatoes were planted 

behind the large strawberry pot along-side the 

strawberry runners planted earlier this spring. 

Master Gardeners will oversee these initial crops 

and assist Apprentice Garden families in planning 

their garden spaces, as well as planting and 

nurturing crops of their choice in April and May. 

This season, the Master Gardeners will undertake an 

experiment with the Three Sisters planting 

technique—a method inspired by Indigenous 

agricultural practices, where corn, beans, and 

summer squash are grown together in mounds. The 

corn grows tall, providing support for the climbing 

bean vines, while the broad squash leaves offer 

shade to the roots of both the corn and beans. 

Progress updates will follow. 

In the communal planting areas, the Master 

Gardeners will plant cucumbers, various types of 

(Continued on next Page) 

  

http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/
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Apprentice Garden…(Cont.) 

tomatoes, and peppers once the danger of frost has 

passed in mid-May. Sunflowers, marigolds, zinnias, 

and other pollinator-friendly flowers are planned for  

  
the back corner of the garden to attract bees, wasps, 

butterflies, and other beneficial insects. Along the 

outside of the fence, Maryland native plants will 

also support the local insect population. 

Each season, low-till gardening techniques are 

employed, avoiding the use of pesticides or 

herbicides. Leaf-gro is incorporated during planting, 

and organic fertilizer is applied on a monthly basis. 

In the fall, the garden areas are sown with a cover 

crop of crimson clover to enrich the soil and 

suppress the growth of winter weeds. Currently, 

most garden spaces have been cleared and planted, 

although the cover crop remains in some sections. It 

will be removed and composted in preparation for 

spring vegetable planting. The walkways will once 

again be layered with newspaper and covered with 

straw to inhibit weed growth. 

Visitors are invited to stop by the Apprentice 

Garden on any Wednesday evening once the 

program has reopened and bring their questions. 

For further details regarding the Apprentice Garden, 

please reach out to Janet Clauson at 

janetclauson301@gmail.com or Kristin Silva at 

ka_silva@verizon.net. 

The University of Maryland Extension programs are 

accessible to all individuals regardless of race, 

color, gender, disability, religion, age, sexual 

orientation, marital or parental status, or national 

origin.

 

Seated Hayride Wagons Restoration 
By Kirk Platt, Kinder Tractor Club Chairman 

The paint on the four seated hayride wagons clearly 

showed signs of wear after over 15 years of use. 

During March, funds from last year’s Pop-up 

Hayrides were used to purchase the paint and 

supplies needed to restore their beauty. 

The wagons were all sanded so paint would stick. 

Miles of painter's tape were used to protect all the 

metal on the wagons. Four volunteer students from 

Broadneck High School and members of the Kinder 

Tractor Club, Kirk Platt, Andrew Beron, Dylan 

Seidlitz, and Larry Stepnitz painted the wagons over 

a few weeks. 

 
ÂċŔŰƣĲĬЮƖĲĬЮƽċŊŸŰЮċŰĬЮƣċƓĲĬЮƨŰƓċŔŰƣĲĬЮŊƖĲĲŰЮƽċŊŸŰ 

The new paint is washable and since the wagons are 

under cover except when in use, the new paint 

should hold up for many more years. All the 

painter’s tape has been removed, numbers, and 

gates are put back on the wagons, so they were 

ready for our first hayride on  April 19th.  See the 

flyer on page 19 for upcoming hayride dates. 

 
ÂċŔŰƣĲĬЮƽċŊŸŰƚЮċƣЮ ƓƖŔũЮΤάƣőЮcċǃƖŔĬĲ 

 

mailto:janetclauson301@gmail.com
mailto:ka_silva@verizon.net
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Dinky, the Sheep 
By Jen Plant, FLEP Livestock Co-Ordinator and FoKFP Board 

Member 

 
Little lamb, big job 

Dinky, the wool sheep, was born in April 2021. As 

the smallest of three in her litter, it quickly became 

evident she needed some extra care. She was bottle-

fed and socialized, and soon the tiny lamb grew into 

a healthy and confident sheep. Initially afraid of 

airplanes overhead, Dinky eventually became bold, 

following humans around in search of snacks and 

exploring every pocket. 

Dinky’s mother, Muffin, is a Suffolk ewe, and her 

sire, Big Moose, is a Bluefaced Leicester. This 

pairing produced a robust sheep with long, curly 

locks. Although Dinky is a wool sheep, she 

currently resides with the meat sheep due to her 

large size—she now weighs about 235 pounds. 

Dinky has become a valuable contributor to the 

farm. Her thick coat 

is sheared annually, 

and the wool is 

cleaned, carded, and 

spun into yarn. The 

yarn is then used to 

create garments and 

crafts, such as this 

beautiful Aran knit 

sweater made by 

Barbara Buchleitner. 

The next time you see a hand-knit sweater, consider 

the effort behind it—from raising Dinky to 

processing her wool. She is a hardworking and 

cherished member of Kinder Farm. 

 

Spring and Summer Volunteer 

Activities 
By Elsie Hoy, Aviva Krauson, and Charlotte Loane - Kinder 

Farm 4-H Reporters 

Spring has sprung and with it lots of opportunities 

for kids to get outside and volunteer in their 

community. We are active volunteering with our 

4-H club all year long, but Spring is one of the best 

times to make a difference. There are lots of ways 

to get involved, here are a few of our favorites: 

Community Clean-up 

We like to help family and neighbors spend the 

morning or afternoon cleaning up litter along our 

street or a community park. It doesn't have to be a 

big event, just grab your family, a few trash bags 

and soon you'll see others joining in. Recently our 

4-H club helped clean up trash near Severna Park 

High School so that the Ospreys do not use trash in 

their osprey nest near the high school. 

 

 
Osprey Nest Cleanup. Photo Credit: Denise Monahan 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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…Volunteer Activities 

Sandwich Drive 

Providing meals for others in need is a very 

meaningful way to help your community. We make 

sandwiches a few times a year as a club supporting 

the Annapolis Lighthouse charity. But if you don't 

have a club or team, you can always just invite your 

friends over to make your favorite sandwiches for a 

local food pantry or charity to pass out. It’s a fun 

and positive group activity. Check out this link to 

Light House:  

https://annapolislighthouse.org/get-involved/needs/ 

 

 

 
Sandwich Making. Photo Credit: Denise 

Monahan 

Honor Flight 

We are fortunate to live near Washington, DC 

because every month dozens of veterans arrive at 

BWI to visit the memorials in our Nation's capital 

thanks to the Honor Flights charity.  We sign up a 

few times each year, make welcome and thank you 

posters, and line up as a receiving line at the arrival 

gate. It's one of our favorite ways to thank veterans 

for their service. Check out this link for more 

information about Honor Flights: 

https://dcwelcome.honorflight.org/  

 

 

 
Honor flight photos. Photo credit: Elsie Hoy 

 

https://annapolislighthouse.org/get-involved/needs/
https://dcwelcome.honorflight.org/
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At the Sawmill 
By The Sawmill Crew 

With Winter officially in the rearview mirror, the 

Kinder Farm Park Sawmill is Spring(ing) into 

action! The sawmill wasn’t dormant during the 

winter, but we did have to work around some snow 

days and brutally frigid winter temperatures that 

were hazardous to outdoor work. Throughout it all, 

the sawmill did have a productive winter working 

season. 

Perhaps the most exciting news from the winter 

involves the installation of a larger saw. The 

sawmill replaced the 48” saw with a 56” saw. With 

a larger saw, the sawmill crew can “square a log” 

in less time by reducing the number of cuts needed 

and turning of the log on the carriage. Thank you to 

our friends at Garman lumber for helping us get the 

56” saw refurbished! 

 

You remember the old expression, “you can’t make 

a square peg go in a round hole”; well, to make 

useful lumber, the crew needs to saw a round log 

into square-like dimensions. 

 

Along with the larger saw, the sawmill crew 

installed two lasers that align horizontally and 

vertically along both the saw, and a log placed on 

the carrier. These lasers help the sawyer better align 

the log to the saw and make more precise cuts. 

The sawmill team wants to give a shoutout to John 

Clark (YouTube: @fricknjeep) for visiting the 

Kinder Farm Park Sawmill and providing helpful 

advice, suggestions & tips. The sawmill volunteers 

are able to hone their sawing skills with the support 

of experts like John; thank you, sir! 

So, if you are looking for something to do on a 

Wednesday, come down in the morning and check 

out the sawmill crew in action. Believe me, you will 

enjoy it! 

 

Mother’s and Father’s Day Gift Idea! 
By Debby Hartten, FoKFP Brick Fundraiser Administrator 

Our Commemorative Brick Program is a great way 

to become a part of Kinder Farm Park while 

commemorating a loved one and/or memories, 

including times spent with family or even your 

beloved pet! 

We offer two types of bricks, our Admiral Red brick 

at a cost of $75 dollars, or our Wheatfield brick at a 

cost of $100 per brick (see below for full details on 

how to order). Each type of brick offers the ability 

to just have text, or to add from our selection of clip 

art (just added the 4H logo and paw prints), which 

does not affect your cost, but simply reduces the 

copy length. 

Clip art options include: 

 

Just think about how wonderful it would be to 

spend time with family at Kinder Farm Park and 

together view your own brick that commemorates 

time spent or memories made here. Bricks are 

placed outside of the Visitor's Center around the 

flagpole or adjoining areas. 

(Continued on next page) 
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…Day Gift Idea! (Cont.) 

 

 

Brick orders are placed throughout the year, but 

special initiatives are often shared via this 

newsletter, so start thinking ahead about how a 

brick order might be an amazing Mother's or 

Father's Day gift! We have even created a certificate 

that we will email you upon brick purchase so that 

you can present it to a loved one by announcing 

your brick order while awaiting the physical brick 

to arrive and be placed. 

Here are two ways to place your brick order online: 

1. By entering the following URL in your web 

browser: 
https://www.formstack.com/forms/FRB-kinderpark  

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park Brick 

Fundraiser page is displayed, just follow the 

instructions on the page to place your order. 

2. By going to our website at 

www.kinderfarmpark.org, select the Support 

menu, then the Lasting Gifts option, and finally 

select the Online Brick Purchase button. The 

Friends of Kinder Farm Park Brick Fundraiser 

page is displayed, just follow the instructions on 

the page to place your order. 

Note: While payment mentions Pay Pal, you can 

ignore that prompt and you can pay via Credit Card 

If you have any questions, email: 

brick@kinderfarmpark.org 

 

Truck Farming in Anne Arundel 

County 

Truck farming in Anne Arundel County would be 

described as the growing of a diverse quantity of 

fruits and vegetables and transporting the produce 

to the markets. In the days of the old truck farms, 

“truck” was defined as commodities suitable for 

barter or small trade and was synonymous with the 

word “produce”. This word comes from the Old 

French, “troquer”, meaning “vegetables”. By 

coincidence, the large wagon used to transport truck 

produce to market, when motorized, was called a 

“truck”; which is from the Greek, “trochos”, 

meaning “wheeled vehicle”. Two different words 

came together as motorized trucks were used to haul 

truck (produce) to the markets. 

Colonial farms developed in northern Anne Arundel 

County. With the development of several iron 

furnaces, land was cleared of trees to fuel the 

furnaces. By 1750 over half the forests in the county 

were gone. With great population increases after the 

Revolution, land already cleared in the northeastern 

section of the county was used to grow vegetables 

and fruits, which could easily be shipped by water 

to the Baltimore or Annapolis markets. 

 
Farmers load their T-truck into a rowboat (1911) 

Perhaps sooner than 1815, farmers in Anne Arundel 

County began growing strawberries for Baltimore 

markets. Vegetables flourished in the sandy loam of 

this county. The Elk Ridge and Annapolis Railroad, 

built in 1840, brought the Baltimore and 

Washington markets closer to the inland farms. 

(Continued on next page) 

https://www.formstack.com/forms/FRB-kinderpark
http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/
mailto:brick@kinderfrarm
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Truck Farming …(Cont.) 

With the influx of Union troops during the Civil 

War, the demand for food soared as did its prices. 

Anne Arundel farmers responded by increasing 

their production of vegetables and fruits.  

After the war, with the departure of the troops, a 

general depression fell over the county. When the 

slaves were freed; farmers lost a cheap labor source. 

Although many former slaves stayed on the farms, 

many more fled to the cities seeking better jobs. 

Farm prices fell, and labor was short. But then 

Baltimore’s growth demanded more truck produce.  

In the 1870’s, farmers found that they could recruit 

seasonal labor by transporting immigrants from 

Baltimore, especially those of mid and eastern 

European decent, to pick produce for the day or the 

summer months. 

Since Baltimore had become a canning center for 

oysters in 1849, it was logical later to add fruits and 

vegetables to the canning process.  The canneries 

could remain open year – round, canning oysters in 

the fall and winter, and canning truck produce in the 

spring and summer. This increase in demand, along 

with the rapidly growing population of Baltimore, 

and the construction of more railroads, led to an 

even greater growth in truck farming in Anne 

Arundel County. In 1872, the Baltimore and 

Potomac Railroad opened a line running through the 

northwestern part of the county, which provided 

rapid market access for the highly perishable truck 

produce of the farmers in that part of the county. 

With the Annapolis and Elk Ridge Railroad running 

along the south side of the Severn River, northwest 

to Annapolis Junction, and steamers making daily 

runs into Baltimore from the shore areas, truck 

farming flourished.  Gradually, more farmers turned 

to the very profitable trucking.  With over 4,000 

farms in Anne Arundel County, truck farming 

reached its peak around the turn of the century.  

More than 10,000 pickers migrated from Baltimore 

to live on the Anne Arundel farms for six to eight 

weeks, picking strawberries, peas, beans and other 

produce.  Living in shanties or barns, the pickers 

created their own legends, becoming a colorful part 

of the truck farming culture. 

Anne Arundel County supplied a large percentage 

of the fruits and vegetables for the markets of 

Baltimore, Washington, and Annapolis.  Produce 

was shipped to most of the major cities in the 

northeast as far as Montreal and in the west as far as 

Denver.  Strawberries, peas, beans, corn, sweet 

potatoes, asparagus, berries, melons, cantaloupes 

and other produce carried a premium when tagged 

with an Anne Arundel label. 

Left behind buried in barns, in wells or attics is the 

small brass and aluminum tokens that the farmer 

used to pay their pickers. Pickers’ checks, with the 

farmers’ initials and a value stamped on one side, 

are relics that help to document the extent of truck 

farming in the county. These were made for 

function and not for advertising, as many tokens 

are. 

 
Kinder girls on wagon loaded sweet potatoes (1926) 

Truck farming in Anne Arundel County flourished 

through the first three decades of the Twentieth 

Century; but with the advent of refrigerated trucks 

and railroad cars, produce from the Carolinas and 

Georgia, where the growing season is earlier, 

reached Eastern markets long before the Anne 

Arundel produce could ripen. The availability of 

early produce from the South drove the prices down 

for the later local produce and undermined much of 

the profit of local farmers. Throughout much of the 

late twenties, Anne Arundel production decreased.  

With the rising costs of land for industry and 

housing developments, many farmers sold their 

farms. 

The affordable automobile also contributed to the 

demise of the Anne Arundel farm. Rail 

transportation declined in importance. Americans 

were buying former farmland in the country to 

escape the crowded city life. The automobile also 

replaced the horse as the main means of urban 

transportation, which eliminated “street dirt” or 

manure, which had been utilized as organic farm 

(Continued on next page) 
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Truck Farming …(Cont.) 

fertilizer. All of these factors contributed to the 

downfall of the Anne Arundel truck farm, but the 

final blow was the Great Depression of 1929.  

Farmers were going into debt and had no chance of 

recovering after the collapse of the economy. By 

1933, one – fourth of Maryland farmers were 

approaching bankruptcy and over 100,000 people in 

Baltimore were out of work. People could not 

purchase much food, especially “luxury” foods like 

strawberries, tomatoes, peaches, and melons, all of 

which were major crops in Anne Arundel County. 

By the start of World War II, many truck farms had 

disappeared; however, the demand for food 

increased and many farmers returned to truck 

farming.  Maryland farmers, though faced with 

severe labor problems, produced more food to 

support the war. 

After the war, large developments took over 

farmland and, within a few years, the predominance 

of the Anne Arundel truck farms was history. This 

period also saw the decline of the cannery as a 

result of the new frozen food industry.  With a 

decline in demand from urban markets, local 

farmers sold their produce at several hundred 

roadside stands. The remnants of these truck farms 

are still found in roadway stands and in several 

farmers’ markets that allow farmers to sell their 

produce to county residents. But the truck farms 

that once dominated the northern half of the county 

are gone forever. 

These farms evolved from almost pure hand labor to 

a highly mechanized system of efficient operation.  

Electricity, the steam engine, and later the gasoline 

engine revolutionized the farm as well as the rest of 

society.  The story of the Anne Arundel truck 

farmers is a part of our culture, heritage and history.  

This story of our ancestors is significant in the 

formation and growth of our present society. 

 

 

 

 

 

FARM ANIMAL TRIVIA  

In Honor of Meet the Kids happening in May 
everyone should know what to call the animals. 

Goats Adult Female т  Doe 
Adult Male т Buck 
Female & Male up to 1 year т Kid 

Sheep Adult Female т Ewe 
Adult Male т Ram 
Female & Male up to 1 year т Lamb 

Cattle  Adult Female that: 
      has had a calf т Cow 
      has not had a calf т Heifer 
Adult Male т Bull 
Female & Male up to 1 year т Calf 

Pigs Adult Female т Sow 
Adult Male т Boar 
Female & Male up to 1 year т Piglet 

Rabbits  Adult Female т Doe 
Adult Male т Buck 
Female & Male up to 1 year т Kit 

Chickens  Adult Female т Hen 
Adult Male т Rooster 
Female under 1 year old т Pullet 
Male under 1 year old т Cockerel 
Newly Hatched Chicken т Chick 

Turkeys Adult Female т Hen 
Adult Male т Tom 
Female under 1 year old т Jenny 
Male under 1 year old т Jake  
Newly Hatched Turkey т Poult 
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On the following Saturdays:  

May 17, 2025  

June 21, 2025  

$5/person (cash only)  

Children age 3 and under  

    are free  

• Ticket sales for the hayrides will  

 be in front of  the Visitors Center  

• Hayrides will start every half -hour from 10:00 AM  

until 1 2:30 PM 

• Friends of  Kinder Farm Park members may use their 

free hayride tickets  

Gate Fees Still Apply  

Sponsored By  
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The Farm Livestock & Education Program and  

the Kinder 4H Livestock Club Present 

Date: Saturday, May 31, 2025 

Time: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

Place: Kinder Park Farm Complex 

Activities: 

• Meeting newborn farm animals 

• Participating in a variety of crafts and hayrides 

• Exploring a selection of various vendors 

All gate fees collected on the day of this event will go 

directly to support the Farm Livestock & Education 

Program, and the 4H Livestock Club. 
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BOOK 
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The Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

Photo Competition 

  

  
Categories: Fauna, Flora, Landscapes and People 
Prizes: Grand Prize to best overall entry $100  

1st place in each category a choice of $50 or an engraved Celebration 
Wheatfield Brick (a $100 value) 
2nd place in each category a choice of $25 or an engraved Celebration Admiral 
Red Brick (a $75 value) 

Deadline: February 28, 2026 

• Photos must be taken on/or after March 1, 2025, within the boundaries of Kinder Farm 

Park and reflect aspects of the beauty and/or life in the park 

• A panel of judges will select winning photos from each category, and winners will be 

notified by email or phone 

• For competition rules and entry instructions see the back of this flyer 
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RULES AND ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS  
1. The categories for this photo competition are  Flora (flowers, trees, plants, etc.); Fauna (all 

animals including fishes, birds, insects, etc.); Landscape; and People in Kinder Farm Park. 

2. Photos must be taken within the boundaries of Kinder Farm Park between March 1, 2025, and 
February 28, 2026. 

3. Participants may submit up to a total of four photos in the competition, in any of the categories, 
either in color or black and white. 

• All photographs must be in digital format (preferably JPG), although they need not be taken 
with a digital cameras.  Scans are acceptable so long as they meet the requirements of 
these rules. 

•  Cell phone photos are acceptable. 

4. This competition is intended to encourage amateur photography, contest entries will not be 
accepted if taken by professional photographers. 

5. All entries must be original work and must not have been previously published.  Participants must 
be the sole owner of copyright for all photos entered and must have obtained permission of any 
people featured in the entries. 

6. Each entry must be accompanied by the following information: 

• The photographerôs (parent/guardian’s contact info is acceptable if photographer’s name and 
age are identified): 

o Name and address 
o Telephone number 
o Email address 

• Photograph title 

• A description of where and the date the photo was taken 

• The category in which each photograph is being entered (only one category per photo) 

• Notes: 

o Entries will be returned if they lack any of the above requested information. 

o Personal details will only be used for the purpose of administering the competition and 
will not be published or provided to any third party without your permission. 

7. Entries must be emailed to photocontest@kinderfarmpark.org with the subject line of “Life in 
the Park Photo Contest. 

8. All entries must be received by February 28, 2026. 

9. The Grand Prize-winning photo will not be eligible for additional prizes in the category in which the 
winning photo was entered. 

10. No entries can be returned, and proof of posting is not proof of receipt.  The organizers accept no 
responsibility for entries lost, damaged, or delayed in the post. 

11. All entries will be judged by a panel of judges who will select the best photographs in each 
category.  The judges' decision will be final, and no correspondence can be entered into. 

12. By entering, participants will be deemed to have agreed to be bound by these rules. 

13. By entering the competition, entrants grant the right for The Friends of Kinder Farm Park to 
display the photographs at Kinder Farm Park; publish and exhibit the submitted photographs in 
print and on the Friends of Kinder Farm Park website. 

14. Prize winners will be invited to attend a Friends Meeting to receive their prizes, if unable to attend, 
the winners will be asked to pick up their prize at the Visitors Center. 

 

mailto:photocontest@kinderfarmpark.org


Friends of Kinder Farm Park Newsletter – Spring Edition 2025   Page 27 

 

Thank You to our Silver Level Sponsors 
for their continuing support.  

 
Individualized Veterinary Care 

Serving Severna Park Since 2013 

410-777-8678 
160 Ritchie Hwy, A9, Severna Park, MD 21146 

 
www.alexanderanimalhospital.com 

=================== 

 

 

Business Community Support 

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park would like to 

encourage our members and friends to support all 

the businesses and organizations featured in this 

publication to show appreciation for the various 

types of support provided to our organization and 

Kinder Farm Park.  

Our Silver Sponsors provide continuing support 

with their donations.  The businesses listed below 

offer a discount on your purchases with your 

Friends of Kinder Farm Park membership card. 

 
Park Books and LitCoLab  

555 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd 

Severna Park, Maryland 21146 

Merchant discount to the Friends of Kinder Farm 

Park members 10% discount off on any purchase 

online via our website at www.parkbooksmd.com , 

use promo code FRIENDS or, for in-store purchases, 

members must show valid membership card. 

Discount good March 1 2025 – February 28, 2026. 

                                   568 Governor Ritchie Hwy. 
                                 Severna Park Plaza 

                                Shopping Plaza 
                               Severna Park,  

                               MD  21146 
                                        Phone:  410-647-2453 

Website:  www.nature-junction.com 

Must show your Friends Membership Card here 
and get 15% off large bags of Bird Seed or 10% 

off other purchases 

Biggyôs Farm and Feed 

865 Annapolis Rd. 
Gambrills, MD 21064 
Phone:  410-923-1120 

Visit on Facebook 

Must show your Friends Membership Card here and 
get a 10% discount on most items excluding feed 

http://www.alexanderanimalhospital.com/
http://www.parkbooksmd.com/
http://www.nature-junction.com/
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Become a Sponsor 

There are many ways your business can sponsor the 

Friends of Kinder Farm Park events and activities. 

To request an information packet with a 

Sponsorship application, email: 

contact@kinderfarmpark.org 

Specify a Subject of "Sponsorship Packet Request" 

and provide the following information: 

• Business Name 

• Business Address 

• Business Phone 

• Contact Name 

• Contact Email 

 

Summer 2025 Newsletter Articles 

This newsletter is made up of articles about the 

activities and events at Kinder Farm Park, the 

following information is provided to people wishing 

to submit articles for the Summer 2025 edition of 

Down on the Farm: 

1st Call for Articles:  June 16, 2025 

Article Deadline:  July 20, 2025 

Scheduled to be Published:  August 3, 2025 

Email Articles to:  mike_lowman@verizon.net  

Articles should be submitted in digital format 

(preferably Word or plain text) and photos in JPEG 

(jpg) format. 

 
 

 

  

Down on the Farm is a quarterly 
publication of the  

Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

President:  Barbara Buchlietner 
Vice President:  Karen Haghighi 
Treasurer:  Chris Mowry 
Newsletter Editor:  Mike Lowman 
    Assistant Editor:  Steve Hom 

Contact us at 
contact@kinderfarmpark.org 

 
For the latest information, visit our 

website at: 
www.kinderfarmpark.org 

 

mailto:contact@kinderfarmpark.org
mailto:mike_lowman@verizon.net
mailto:contact@kinderfarmpark.org
https://d.docs.live.net/018f4dad2ae9917d/Documents/Kinder%20Park%20Docs/Newsletter/2020/Spring/www.kinderfarmpark.org

