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Upcoming Events and Activities 

Highlighted here are major upcoming events at 

Kinder Farm Park over the next few months. Visit 

the Friends’ 12 Month Calendar on our website to 

see all the happenings at Kinder Farm Park. 

Visit the Kinder Farmhouse Museum 

The Kinder Family Farmhouse will be open on the 

following dates: 

• Saturday, November 8, 2025, from  

11:00 AM until 3:00 PM 

• Farmhouse Decorated for Holidays (see 

flyer on page 19) 

o Saturday, December 6, 2025, from  

10:30 AM until 3:00 PM 

o Saturday, December 13, 2025, from 

11:00 AM until 3:00 PM 

• Farmhouse closed for January 2026 

Historical Society docents help guide you through 

the house to learn about the Kinder family and the 

farmland that sustained them. There is no charge to 

tour the farmhouse. 

 

Jingle Bell Hayride and Donation Drive 

The Holidays are a time of giving and good cheer so 

lets start them off right on Saturday, December 6, 

2025, from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM with our 

annual Jingle Bell Hayride and a special invitation   

to our participants to bring a donation for Giving 

Back, Lindaôs Legacy, that will be collected by 

Santa and Mrs. Claus. See article on page 13 for 

details. 

Enjoy a festive hayride, snacks, hot chocolate, hot 

apple cider, hot coffee, roasted marshmallows, a 

visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus and more! All 

participants must preregister and pay online, for 

details see the flyer on page 17. 

Annual General Membership Meeting 

On Wednesday December 10, 2025, at 6:30 PM the 

Friends of Kinder Farm Park will have the Annual 

General Membership where a new slate of Officers 

and Board Members will be presented to oversee 

the organization for the upcoming year, 2026.  

Nominations will also be accepted from the floor.  

All members present will vote. 

 

Down on the Farm

https://www.kinderfarmpark.org/calendar.html
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From the President’s Desk 

With the Fall Fun Day behind us, I want to thank all the 

folks that made the event possible and a success! We had 

over 3,000 guests that enjoyed the pumpkin patch, 

facepainting, scarecrow making and of course the 

hayrides! 

This year we offered an extended hayride that went into 

areas of our beautiful park that most guests don’t see. 

Next time you are in the park, stroll through the 

pollinator garden and see the butterfly garden. This year 

we participated again in a monarch butterfly tagging 

program that aids scientists in plotting migration 

patterns. In addition we have healthy bee hives, some 

fruit trees along with an organic garden maintained by 

volunteers. 

The Shade Tree Project that we are sponsoring is 

moving along. We are in the process of applying for a 

grant from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation to help 

offset some of the costs. We not only need to purchase 

mature trees but also need to install fencing, so those 

pesky mischievous goats don’t eat the trees! It’s a good 

thing goats are so cute because they are a handful for our 

volunteers. 

I have mentioned volunteers twice  

in this article because without  

our wonderful volunteers, we  

couldn’t sustain the Friends  

group. Thank you all! If  

you have thought about  

becoming more involved in your park, we have many 

volunteer opportunities available.  

The Jingle Bell Hayride is coming up on December 

6th, and we can always use help setting-up, decorating, 

manning refreshment tables, etc. We would like to do a 

food drive as part of the event and could use help 

organizing it. Please take a few minutes to consult our 

website to look over the volunteer opportunities, we 

would love to have you join us! 

Thank you, 

Barbara Buchleitner 

 

The 2025 Anne Arundel County 

Fair 
By Kinder Farm Park 4-H Reporters Elsie Hoy, Aviva Krauson, 

and Charlotte Loane, with photos provided by KFP 4-H 

Photographers Alice Collins, Greg Monahan, Lucy Perkowski, 

and Michael Schaefer 

The Anne Arundel County Fair was held from 

September 10th-14th, 2025 at the Anne Arundel 

County Fairgrounds in Crownsville, Maryland. The 

fair was great fun for everyone - activities that 

people enjoyed like rides, animals, petting zoos, and 

great food! 

The fair had many types of large animals: steer, 

goats, hogs, and sheep. In 4-H, most kids raised 

hogs, sheep, or goats, and a few kids raised steer. 

There are different categories of large animals at the 

fair: dairy, breeding, and market animals. All the 

animals participated in different shows where the 

kids got a chance to show the judges how well they 

had cared for their animals. The kids were judged 

on Fitting and Showing, and the animals were 

judged based on how well they fit their breed. There 

were even some small animals too - there was a 

rabbit show and a chicken show. 

After the market animal shows, there were dairy 

cow, and breeding and dairy goat shows. Both 

shows were on Sunday morning. First was the dairy 

goat and breeding goat show. Then there was the 

dairy cow show. The Anne Arundel County Dairy 

Leasing club participated in the dairy cow show.  

Everyone did great and the grand champion was 

Michael M. In the dairy cow show, the competitors 

had to lead their heifer around the ring and set their 

animal up for the judge, and the process was similar 

for the goat show. Both shows were a great success, 

and everyone did a great job. 

After the shows were finished, the market animals 

were sold at an auction that took place on Saturday 

night of fair week. All the animals in the auction 

had already placed in their shows and the hard work 

was over. Potential buyers were treated to dinner by 

(Continued on next page) 
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…Anne Arundel County Fair(Cont.) 

the Livestock Auction Committee and then an 

auctioneer auctioned each animal. There was a lot 

of great energy with people cheering and buyers 

bidding; it was chaotic, but fun. There were 105 

animals in the auction this year: 13 goats, 39 lambs, 

8 steers, 31 pigs, and 14 turkeys. The money raised 

in the auction is used by the 4-H kids to buy their 

animals next year. The Kinder Farm Park 4-H Club 

brought 34 market animals to the fair: 1 steer, 5 

pigs, 9 sheep, 5 goats, and all 14 turkeys in the 

auction. Homestead Gardens was a big supporter of 

the 4-H animals and even purchased some animals 

to have them live on their farm, even the turkeys! 

We had an amazing time at the 2025 fair! Thanks to 

our Kinder Team for all the hard work! Many 

people helped with the food booth, and many had 

indoor exhibits for us to see! Pictures, paintings, 

and more, all showcasing the culinary and creative 

exhibits of entrants. There were also multiple rides, 

games, and delicious food. Many people left excited 

and happy, some left dizzy after a long day of rides 

and fair! We hope you came and had a great time! 

See you next September! 

Experience the County Fair through the following 

pictures taken by these young 4H photographers. 

 
Kinder Farm Park Poultry Show Participants. 

Photo Credit Lucy Perkowski 

 
Broad breasted bronze turkey. 

Photo credit: Lucy Perkowski 

 
Lamb  Show Participants. Photo Credit Lucy Perkowski 

 
Kinder Farm Park 4-H kids Elsie Hoy, Clara Larsen, Sophie 

Krauson, and Aviva Krauson. 

Photo Credit Greg Monahan. 

(Continued on next page) 
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…Anne Arundel County Fair(Cont.) 

 
Lucy Perkowski with her lamb. 

Photo Credit: Lucy Perkowski. 

 
An example of an indoor exhibit at the fair.  

Photo Credit: Greg Monahan. 

 
Examples of club-sponsored indoor exhibits. 

 Photo Credit: Greg Monahan. 

 
All the Anne Arundel County 4-H and Future Farmers of 

America (FFA) auction participants. 

Photo Credit: Greg Monahan. 

 
Dairy cow show with Alice Collins. 

Photo Credit: Lucy Perkowski. 

(Continued on next page) 
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…Anne Arundel County Fair(Cont.) 

 
Dairy goat show. Photo credit: Michael Schaefer. 

 
Turkey Show Judge talking to Michael Schaefer. 

 Photo Credit: Michael Schaefer. 

 
Michael Schaefer showing his rabbit. 

Photo Credit: Alice Collins. 

 
Rabbit show winner Clover. Photo Credit: Michael Schaefer. 

 
Alice Collins and James Monahan showing wool sheep. 

Photo Credit: Alice Collins. 

(Continued on next page) 
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…Anne Arundel County Fair(Cont.) 

 
Alice Collins, Elsie Hoy, and Sophie Krauson with their hogs. 

Photo Credit: Alice Collins 

 

KFP Opens New Butterfly House: 

 Lepidoptera Vivarium Display 

By Park Ranger Jessica Furr 

 
Kinder Farm Park’s Pollinator Education Garden 

area has a fun new addition for all our visitors who 

are interested in learning and witnessing up close 

monarchs in different stages of metamorphosis. 

Inside the new butterfly house called a Lepidoptera 

Vivarium, park visitors are given an opportunity to 

view these beautiful and important creatures while 

building caring connections to these rare and 

endangered species. 

The Butterfly House is being constructed to feature 

accessibility for all with adaptive access to the 

butterfly’s area. During the late summer months 

Park Rangers will use this structure to support 

citizen science by providing a safe enclosure for the 

butterfly tagging process where a very small sticker 

registered through MonarchWatch.org is carefully 

attached to the dorsal wing of a Monarch butterfly 

before each are quickly being released. 

The small sticker will help track the migration 

progress for this last generation of late summer 

monarchs as they journey southward towards their 

winter destinations in Mexico’s National Park 

Preserve where the scientist and Park Ranger’s 

there will collect the data.  This information is 

important to help entomologists studying monarch 

butterflies see how many butterflies are successful 

in making it to their winter migration location. 

These studies also support the conservation efforts 

while hopefully getting communities interested and 

engaged in learning not only about Monarchs but 

the many other wonderful and important 

endangered species worldwide. 

Park Ranger Jessica Furr giving a group of Girl Scouts a 

Monarch Butterfly tagging demonstration at the new 

butterfly house 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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…New Butterfly House…Cont.) 

 

  

  

Members of the Woodshop Crew worked together on the 

display items for the Pollinator Area: Kirk Platt, Jim Powell, 

Matt Schroeder, Larry Stepnitz, Jeff Lynch and  Pat Branch 

(not pictured). 

 

The Kinder Farm Park Woodshop Crew carefully 

cut out the wooden butterflies for the displays and 

helped with the building’s construction along with 

the gracious donations of the Annapolis Home 

Depot crew. Home Depot graciously donated their 

service and many materials to assist Kinder Farm 

Park woodshop crew members, Park staff and 

Rangers to create the new butterfly display. So 

many great people have come together to help 

create this new display. I don’t think that it would 

have gone so well without so many wonderful and 

talented volunteer members’ support. I’m very 

gracious for the new addition which will enhance 

our Park’s Nature Programs and make my job even 

more enjoyable. 

 

KFP Community Unites to Benefit  

Monarch Butterflies & Nature 

Education  

Article by Pat Branch, KFP Woodshop lead 

 
Ribbon Cutting for the new Butterfly House on October 1, 
2025, with Park Ranger Jessica Furr and volunteers from 

 the Woodshop and Home Depot 

As the old saying goes, "It takes a community." For 

the past four years, Park Ranger Jessica Furr has 

planned with the help of faithful volunteers a new 

Pollinator Education Area inside Kinder Farm Park. 

The Pollinator Education Area includes multiple 

raised garden boxes filled with native plants 

specifically selected to help support butterflies and 

bees. There are also apple, fig, and pear trees. 

(Continued on next page) 
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KFP Community…(Cont.) 

The goal of this area is to highlight the importance 

of all pollinators and their connection to farming. 

The garden has open nature areas, with well 

constructed solitary Bee Hotels to allow bees to find 

winter homes. 

In the back of the garden, with ample safe distance, 

are several Honeybee hives and other native mason 

bee habits. There is an Observation Honeybee 

colony display inside of a hollow tree that offers an 

opportunity to learn about the lives of Honeybees. 

There are many excellent possibilities here for those 

looking for volunteer opportunities that are 

interested in native plant gardening. 

A new Monarch Butterfly display is the latest 

addition to the Kinder Farm Park Pollinator Garden 

area.  This project required a community effort.  

Inspired by Park Ranger Jessica Furr’s initiative, the 

Friends of Kinder Farm Park (FoKFP) Woodshop 

led and organized the efforts to construct a 

specifically designed Monarch Butterfly House 

called a (Lepidoptera Vivarium).  

Home Depot has a charitable program called Team 

Depot. Mr. Kirk Platt, a Woodshop volunteer, who 

designed the Butterfly House also worked with a 

local Home Depot and Team Depot. Out of 300 

applicants, Team Depot chose the Butterfly House 

as one of 12 projects to complete in 2025. Team 

Depot donated the materials and skilled labor to the 

FoKFP, a 501(c)3 advocacy group that supports the 

Park through fundraising and volunteer activities. 

Kinder Farm Park, located in Anne Arundel County 

Maryland is dedicated to preserving the natural 

environment and twentieth-century farming culture.  

Special thanks to all that helped, including: 

Kinder Farm Park Woodshop crew members:  

Kirk Platt 

Pat Branch  

Jim Powell 

Matt Schroeder 

Larry Stepnitz 

Jeff Lynch 

Kinder Farm Park maintenance staff: 

Bob Short 

David Brooks  

Mike Higgins 

 

Annapolis Home Depot crews: 

Michael Williams 

Zachary Donahue 

Oran Czajkowski 

Elliot Brown  

Grace Klokow 

Tori Lindquist 

Tim Hickey 

Victoria Lindquist 

 
Guest of the Kinder Farm Fall Fun Day were given a tractor 

ride through the Pollinator Education Area with views of the 
Honeybee Apiary and New Butterfly House. 

 
Several large wooden Monarch Butterflies signs help mark 

the way to the Pollinator Education Area located on the 
 sport side of Kinder Farm Park.  

 
Ranger Jessica Furr demonstrates how to tag a butterfly to a 

group of Girl Scouts at the new Lepidoptera Vivarium 

 



Friends of Kinder Farm Park Newsletter – Fall Edition 2025   Page 9 

Apprentice Garden, Fall 2025 

By Janet Clauson, Apprentice Garden Co-Chair with Kristin 

Silva, Master Gardeners 

The Apprentice Garden at Kinder 

 Farm Park is a program offered  

by the University of Maryland  

Extension Master Gardeners.  

The Apprentice Garden is  

dedicated to teaching  

families with children to  

grow their own produce  

organically, and it occupies  

the “first” space when you  

enter the gate into the com- 

munity gardens. Each family has  

a personal garden space, 8’ by 42”, where they can 

grow vegetables they would like to eat, and the 

families and Master Gardeners share in planting and 

tending the common garden areas. From April 

through September, we meet every Wednesday at 

6:30PM to plant, weed, water, de-bug, and harvest 

our garden-grown vegetables, fruits and herbs.   

The gardeners work to maximize the produce from 

a garden space using a variety of strategies: 

1) by the appropriate timing and spacing when 

planting, 

2) by interplanting early and summer 

vegetables,  

3) through successive plantings to spread out 

the ripening of one type of crop, and  

4) by succession planting fall crops when spring 

and summer crops are finished. Some 

families planted a second crop of greens for 

fall harvest. 

For each season’s plantings, low-till gardening 

techniques are used; no pesticides or herbicides are 

applied; and only Leaf-gro and organic fertilizer are 

used monthly. At the beginning of each month, 

families fertilized their plants with organic 

fertilizer. Pests are hand-picked and dropped in a 

bucket of soapy water.  

Greens of all kinds, radishes, beets and strawberries 

produced well early in the year. Beans and basil had 

a long run, and tomatoes and peppers ripened later 

in the season. A family-favorite harvest is always 

the digging of potatoes. While the children can 

watch other vegetables as they grow, potatoes are 

always a surprise as the children find them while 

carefully digging under the potato vines. 

A special addition this year were three mounds of 

the Three Sisters, an indigenous people’s planting 

of corn, beans, and squash. 

The corn stalks provide 

support for the bean vines, 

and the squash leaves 

shade the corn roots. The 

corn stalks were amazing – 

9 feet tall!; the beans 

produced well, but the 

squash was a 

disappointment. Next year 

we’ll try a different variety 

of squash. Meanwhile, the 

corn stalks were cut, 

bound, and attached to the Apprentice Garden kiosk 

as our contribution to the celebration of the harvest.  

Also in the Apprentice Garden, the Mediterranean 

garden produced herbs for cutting sage, rosemary, 

chives, thyme, and lavender, and marigolds to 

attract pollinators. 

Sunflowers, zinnias and a variety of flowers for 

pollinators bloomed in the corner of the Apprentice 

Garden. The sunflower heads are heavy now, and 

some flowers are still blooming, feeding the last of 

the summer pollinators. Native milkweed joins the 

perennial grey goldenrod, Brown-eyed Susans, 

swamp milkweed, gomphrena, and yarrow planted 

along the outside edges of the garden fence.  

The flower blooms that attracted pollinators will be 

left to go seeds to feed the birds through the fall and 

winter months.  The perennials also keep weeds 

away from the edges of the garden.  

(Continued on next page) 
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Apprentice Garden…(Cont.) 

 

By the end of September the Apprentice Garden 

project closed, though some families continued to 

tend their fall-season vegetables. Master gardener 

volunteers cleared and composted plant debris from 

most of the garden spaces.  A cover crop of crimson 

clover was planted in the open spaces to nourish the 

soil during the winter and prevent weed growth. 

Straw laid over newspaper in the pathways prevents 

weeds throughout the winter season. 

You are welcome to stop by the garden any 

Wednesday evening during the season and bring 

your questions. 

For more information about the Apprentice Garden, 

contact Janet Clauson 

(janetclauson301@gmail.com) 

 

Sawmill Happenings 
By The Sawmill Crew 

As we transition to Fall, the Kinder Farm Park 

Sawmill crew humbly looks back on what was an 

eventful yet fun Summer. 

The sawmill volunteers began the Summer with an 

ambitious task: create enough horizontal girts; 

vertical siding; fascia; flashing; and battens to 

construct a new 50 foot long shed for the park’s hay 

wagons.  How many logs did we cut for this project, 

you ask … enough to generate the following: 

• Close to 200 (two hundred) 6” wide, 9’ tall 

vertical siding boards 

• Nearly 50 (fifty) 4” wide, 9’ long girts 

• Approximately 120 (one hundred twenty) 3” 

wide, 9’ long battens 

• Roughly 22 (twenty-two) 6” wide, 9’ long 

boards for the fascia & flashing 

It was a summer long project where we not only 

sawed all the lumber for the shed but took time 

away from the sawmill to construct the new shed; 

we have been known to put on carpenter belts every 

now & then!  Next time that you are down at the 

Park and walking on some of the trails, let us know 

what you think of the new shed. 

 

 

In the middle of our shed project, the Anne Arundel 

County Fair took place; a county tradition since 

1953.  And the Kinder Farm Park sawmill crew has 

its own tradition: during the week of the county fair, 

we shift to volunteering at the fair’s sawmill.  

Because the county fair’s sawmill is only run once a 

year, we spent the week prior to the fair cleaning up 

the area, ensuring everything was operational and 

ready to properly run the week of the fair. 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Sawmill Happenings (Cont.) 

We are proud to say that sawmill operations at the 

Anne Arundel County Fair were a success and want 

to thank Garman Brothers Lumber for donating the 

logs we sawed during the week. 

Fun fact: what is a Sawyer? 

In simplest terms, a sawyer is a person who saws 

logs into lumber.  At a sawmill, the sawyer is the 

person who operates the saw that cuts the logs.  The 

sawyer also ensures that the machinery operates 

properly and everyone working in the sawmill is 

safe.  The person in this position takes on a lot of 

responsibility and is the acknowledged leader 

during operations. 

With this in mind, and going forward, the sawmill 

crew will recognize people who demonstrate 

outstanding support of the sawmill as an Honorary 

Sawyer. 

Our first Honorary Sawyer is Kirk Platt.  

Kirk volunteers at the Kinder Farm Park Woodshop 

and was the spearhead behind the construction of 

the new shed.  Long before the sawmill got 

involved, Kirk obtained all the material for the 

shed’s construction, coordinated all the moving 

parts and enlisted the help of many park volunteers. 

For this outstanding collaboration with the sawmill, 

we are delighted to recognize Kirk as an Honorary 

Sawyer. 

We wish everyone a Happy Fall and extend an 

invitation to visit us at the Sawmill. 

 

More Than Just a Driver 
By the Kinder Park Tractor Club 

Hayrides are one of the unique activities offered at 

Kinder Farm Park and they would not happen 

without the gentlemen who sit behind the steering 

wheel and safely pull the wagons over the wooded 

trails at the park. They are more than just a driver, 

they had to learn how to operate not just one antique 

tractor but, eventually four different antique 

tractors, each tractor having its own unique 

characteristics and feminine name. 

In addition to learning to drive the tractors, these 

volunteers have to understand when the tractors are 

operating properly and safely so they can identify 

when there is a problem. They must also learn how 

to securely connect one wagon, then a second 

wagon to the tractors and pull both safely around 

the park. All this has to happen before a driver can 

haul their first passengers on a hayride. 

 

Our typical Pop-up Hayrides during early spring 

and summer are an extension of the regular 

maintenance schedule for the tractors. Antique 

tractors are not cheap to maintain and since they 

need to be exercised monthly, the Pop-up Hayrides 

provide a way of helping to cover some of those 

costs. 

The typical Pop-up Hayride event runs hayrides 

continuously from 10:00 AM until 12:30 PM on a 

Saturday morning. However, the Tractor Support 

Leader and the tractor drivers start arriving at the 

park between 8:00 and 8:30 AM.  The drivers go to 

check out the tractors at the Tractor Loafing Shed 

and go to the wagon shelters at the WWII House 

and near the Youth Camping area to hook up the 

wagons. 

The Tractor Support Leader picks up the tractor 

keys and wagon pins at the WWII House and brings 

them to the drivers at the Tractor Loafing Shed. He  

also loaded his SUV with spare wagon tire, air 

compressor, tire jack and tools from the WWII 

House to have on hand during the event.  

(Continued on next page) 
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More Than Just a Driver (Cont.) 

The Tractor Support Leader keeps his vehicle 

located at the Visitor’s Center where he and the 

drivers are within cell phone contact throughout the 

hayride event in case any issues arise. Hayrides 

typically need to have air in one or more wagon 

tires. All issues with the tractors and or wagons that 

come up are shared with the Tractor support leader. 

During the hayrides drivers often respond to 

questions and requests from both young and older 

riders. They especially enjoy hearing about how 

much people enjoy the hayride. 

 

In addition to slowing down and safely passing 

pedestrians on the trail the drivers keep an eye out 

for low hanging branches and protruding bushes 

that need trimming and have actually returned later 

to cut them back. 

After the final hayride the drivers have to return the 

wagons to the shelters, then return the tractors to the 

Loafing Shed.  There is an extra step, for one of the 

drivers to drive the small Ford 8n tractor named 

Betty up to the Wagon Shelter by the WWII House 

and pull the seated wagons into the shelter because 

it is too short for our Hayride tractors to pull them 

through. 

If there are no plans to work on any of the tractors 

or wagons, the drivers depart around 2:30 PM.  The 

Support Leader returns the ticket table and chairs to 

the Comfort Station and returns the tractor keys, 

trailer pins and tire changing equipment to the 

WWII House, finally logs in the date and times each 

tractor was run and notes any issues with a tractor 

or wagon, then heads home about 3:30 PM. 

For mechanical issues with the tractors and wagons 

that cannot be resolved on Pop-up Hayride days, 

members schedule their own time to work together 

and do the work that is needed that can be done on-

site at the park.  Major repairs such as a brake job 

are contracted out. 

In case you don’t know the names of our four 

Hayride Tractors, here they are: 

• 1960 Minneapolis Moline G1000:  Stella 

• 1961 Minneapolis Moline 5 Star:  Marilyn 

• 1965 Minneapolis Moline G707:  Sophie 

• 1995 Ford 545 D:  Deliah 

 

Kinder Park Woodshop Asset 

By Kirk Platt, Member of the Woodshop 

For many years the skilled group of people who 

support the Kinder Park Woodshop have been 

involved with and supported many projects working  

with other groups throughout the park. Funding for 

the Woodshop tooling and some materials comes 

from the Friends of Kinder Park as well as 

donations. Treated and processed lumber for 

projects is acquired from home centers and ruff cut 

lumber is provided by the Kinder Sawmill.  

The Woodshop has made many items for the farm 

animal groups at the park, building 2 new animal 

shelters. They also worked with the Sawmill and 

Blacksmith Shop on adding walls to the new wagon 

shelter. In addition the 

Woodshop set up the 

foundation and are 

working on finishing the 

exterior of  the Pollinator 

Building project headed 

by Ranger Jess Furr. 

And most recently the 

Woodshop repaired and 

rehung the front gate on 

the WWII House. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Kinder Park Woodshop…(Cont.) 

As park needs are identified the Woodshop makes and/or 

repairs items their budget can support. If big projects are 

requested that are not within the budget, the Kinder Park 

Friends group evaluates the need and project funding. 

These skilled group of the Woodshop guys will continue 

to support Kinder Park needs as they are presented and 

as time permits. 

 

Giving Back, Linda’s Legacy:  

Jingle Bell Hayride Donation Drive 

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park are sending a 

special invitation to our Jingle Bell Hayride guests 

to bring a donation for Giving Back, Linda's 

Legacy, that will be collected by Mrs. Claus and 

Santa at the Jingle Bell Hayride. Scout Troop #993 

of Severna Park will load up and deliver the 

donated supplies to Giving Back, Lindaôs Legacy 

(GGBL), which distributes the much-needed items 

to our brothers and sisters without homes in 

downtown Baltimore on Christmas Eve. 

 GBLL is seeking coats, hats, gloves, new/gently 

used warm clothing (all ages/both genders), 

sleeping bags, blankets, toys, travel size toiletries, 

new underwear and baby items such as diapers, 

baby seats, clothes and formula, and non-perishable 

food items. 

Giving Back, Linda’s Legacy Mission  

GGBL is an all-volunteer non-

profit organization dedicated to 

helping the homeless and 

inspiring everyone to get more 

involved with volunteering. 

Visit Giving Back, Linda's 

Legacy website to learn more: 

https://www.homelessdrive.org/ 

 

 

A Holiday Wish  
By Mike Lowman, Editor of Down on the Farm  

This issue of Down on the Farm celebrates the 

fifteenth year of this quarterly publication.  And it 

has been my privilege to be an editor for all of those 

issues of the newsletters.  I hope that you have 

enjoyed reading about this wonderful park and all 

the great activities that happen there. I want to take 

this opportunity to thank everyone who has 

contributed articles over the year, without them, 

Down on the Farm would not exist. 

This newsletter has been a reflection of the efforts  

of all those who have dedicated their time and effort 

over the past 15 years to Kinder Farm Park. From 

the Park Rangers and staff, who work tirelessly to 

maintain the grounds and welcome visitors, the 

various clubs and groups that support our animals 

and organize special activities, and the volunteers 

who help plan and run events.. Their collective 

commitment has shaped the park into a cherished 

community resource, and their ongoing support is 

deeply appreciated. 

Since this is the last issue for 2025, there are two 

things I wish to do to close out this issue. First I 

would like to encourage you to become an active 

member of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park.  We 

need more members to step up and help plan and 

organize events. If you ever thought of getting more 

involved now is the time to do it. Go to our website 

at www.kinderfarmpark.org and join or renew now. 

Next, I would like to take this opportunity on behalf 

of all the Friends of Kinder Farm Park Officers and 

Board Members to: 

 

 

 

 

Save on your 2026 Annual Park  Pass  

On January 1, 2026, the Daily Park Fee for is going 
to increase from $6.00 to $8.00 per visit and the 
fee for an Annual Pass is increasing from $30 to 
$40. If you want to save on an annual park pass 
purchase by December 31, 2025. 

òWISH EVERYONE A JOYFUL AND 

SAFE HOLIDAY SEASON, AND A 

VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR!ó 

https://www.homelessdrive.org/
http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/
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A little mouse told me to visit the  

Kinder Farmhouse 

During the Holidays 

Saturday, December 6, 2025 
10:30 AM – 3:00 PM 

Saturday, December 13, 2025 
11:00 AM – 3:00 PM  

 

 

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park Historical 
Society invite you to step back in time and 
visit the Kinder Farmhouse Museum during 
the holidays. Nancy Percival and Bev Fry 
return to set-up their Christmas Mice, the 
One Red Hat to Go Club will help decorate the 
farmhouse for the Holidays, and our docents 
will tell you about Henry and Hilda Kinder 
and their eight children who called the 
farmhouse their home. 

Admission to the farmhouse is free; however, 

park gate fees still apply. 

Co-sponsored by: 
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The Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

Photo Competition 

  

  
Categories: Fauna, Flora, Landscapes and People 
Prizes: Grand Prize to best overall entry $100  

1st place in each category a choice of $50 or an engraved Celebration 
Wheatfield Brick (a $100 value) 
2nd place in each category a choice of $25 or an engraved Celebration Admiral 
Red Brick (a $75 value) 

Deadline: February 28, 2026 

• Photos must be taken on/or after March 1, 2025, within the boundaries of Kinder Farm 

Park and reflect aspects of the beauty and/or life in the park 

• A panel of judges will select winning photos from each category, and winners will be 

notified by email or phone 

• For competition rules and entry instructions see the back of this flyer 
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RULES AND ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS  
1. The categories for this photo competition are  Flora  (flowers, trees, plants, etc.); Fauna  (all 

animals including fishes, birds, insects, etc.); Landscape ; and People  in Kinder Farm Park. 

2. Photos must be taken within the boundaries of Kinder Farm Park between March 1, 2025, and 
February 28, 2026. 

3. Participants may submit up to a total of four photos in the competition, in any of the categories, 
either in color or black and white. 

• All photographs must be in digital format (preferably JPG), although they need not be taken 
with a digital cameras.  Scans are acceptable so long as they meet the requirements of 
these rules. 

•  Cell phone photos are acceptable. 

4. This competition is intended to encourage amateur photography; contest entries will not be 
accepted if taken by professional photographers. 

5. All entries must be original work and must not have been previously published.  Participants must 
be the sole owner of copyright for all photos entered and must have obtained permission of any 
people featured in the entries. 

6. Each entry must be accompanied by the following information:  

• The photographerôs (parent/guardian’s contact info is acceptable if photographer’s name and 
age are identified): 

o Name and address  
o Telephone number  
o Email address  

• Photograph title  

• A description of where and the date the photo was taken  

• The category in which each photograph is being entered (only one category per photo)  

• Notes: 

o Entries will be returned if they lack any of the above requested information. 

o Personal details will only be used for the purpose of administering the competition and 
will not be published or provided to any third party without your permission. 

7. Entries must be emailed to photocontest@kinderfarmpark.org  with the subject line of “Life in 
the Park Photo Contest.  

8. All entries must be received by February 28, 202 6. 

9. The Grand Prize-winning photo will not be eligible for additional prizes in the category in which the 
winning photo was entered. 

10. No entries can be returned, and proof of posting is not proof of receipt.  The organizers accept no 
responsibility for entries lost, damaged, or delayed in the post. 

11. All entries will be judged by a panel of judges who will select the best photographs in each 
category.  The judges' decision will be final, and no correspondence can be entered into. 

12. By entering, participants will be deemed to have agreed to be bound by these rules. 

13. By entering the competition, entrants grant the right for The Friends of Kinder Farm Park to 
display the photographs at Kinder Farm Park; publish and exhibit the submitted photographs in 
print and on the Friends of Kinder Farm Park website. 

14. Prize winners will be invited to attend a Friends Meeting to receive their prizes, if unable to attend, 
the winners will be asked to pick up their prize at the Visitors Center. 

 

mailto:photocontest@kinderfarmpark.org
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Thank You to our 3 New Silver+ Level 
Sponsors for Their Support.  

  

mailto:detailing@madsoaps.com
https://universaltitle.com/
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Thank You to our Silver Level Sponsors for 

Their Continuing Support  

 

 
Individualized Veterinary Care 

Serving Severna Park Since 2013 

410-777-8678 
160 Ritchie Hwy, A9, Severna Park, MD 21146 

 
www.alexanderanimalhospital.com  

 

 

http://www.alexanderanimalhospital.com/
https://firsthome.com/
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Thank You to our 2 New Bronze+ Level 
Sponsors for their support.  

 

realtorcarolynb@gmail.com   

711 Bestgate Road,  

Suite 200,  

Annapolis, MD 21401 

410-224-O600 

Fastest way to reach me:  

410 -530 -5602  

www.longandfoster.com/CarolynBuchleitner.

com  

 
 

 

Guiding You Home  

Jaime Watt 

Real Estate Advisor 

Compass Real Estate 

2077 Somerville Road, 

Suite 200 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

Mobile:  410-271-6957 

Office:  410-429-7425 

https://jwhometeam.com/ 

 
Connect with Ja ime! 

 

mailto:realtorcarolynb@gmail.com
http://www.longandfoster.com/CarolynBuchleitner.com
http://www.longandfoster.com/CarolynBuchleitner.com
https://jwhometeam.com/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Jaime-Watt-of-Compass/100048856974790/
https://www.instagram.com/jaime.watt/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jaime-watt-07013335a/
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Business Community Support 

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park would like to 

encourage our members and friends to support all the 

businesses and organizations featured in this publication 

to show appreciation for the various types of support 

provided to our organization and Kinder Farm Park.  

Our Silver Sponsors provide continuing support with 

their donations.  The businesses listed below offer a 

discount on your purchases with your Friends of Kinder 

Farm Park membership card. 

 
Park Books and LitCoLab  

555 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd 

Severna Park, Maryland 21146 

Merchant discount to the Friends of Kinder Farm 

Park members 10% discount off on any purchase 

online via our website at www.parkbooksmd.com, 

use promo code FRIENDS or, for in-store purchases, 

members must show valid membership card. 

Discount good March 1, 2025 – February 28, 2026. 

                                   568 Governor Ritchie Hwy. 

                                 Severna Park Plaza 

                                Shopping Plaza 

                               Severna Park,  

                               MD  21146 

                                        Phone:  410-647-2453 

Website:  www.nature-junction.com 

Must show your Friends Membership Card here 

and get 15% off large bags of Bird Seed or 10% 

off other purchases 

Biggyôs Farm and Feed 

865 Annapolis Rd. 

Gambrills, MD 21064 

Phone:  410-923-1120 

Visit on Facebook 

Must show your Friends Membership Card here and 

get a 10% discount on most items excluding feed 

Become a Sponsor 

There are many ways your business can sponsor the 

Friends of Kinder Farm Park events and activities. To 

request an information packet with a Sponsorship 
application, email: 

contact@kinderfarmpark.org 

Specify a Subject of "Sponsorship Packet Request" and 
provide the following information: 

• Business Name 

• Business Address 
• Business Phone 

• Contact Name 

• Contact Email 

 

Winter 2026 Newsletter Articles 

This newsletter is made up of articles about the activities 

and events at Kinder Farm Park, the following 

information is provided to people wishing to submit 

articles for the Winter 2026 edition of Down on the 

Farm: 

1st Call for Articles:  December 15, 2025 

Article Deadline:  January 20, 2026 

Scheduled to be Published:  February 3, 2026 

Email Articles to:  mike_lowman@verizon.net  

Articles should be submitted in digital format 

(preferably Word or plain text) and photos can be 

submitted as part of a word document or separately in 

JPEG (jpg) format. 

 

Down on the Farm is a quarterly 
publication of the  

Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

President:  Barbara Buchlietner 
Vice President:  Karen Haghighi 
Treasurer:  Chris Mowry 
Newsletter Editor:  Mike Lowman 
    Assistant Editor:  Steve Hom 

Contact us at 
contact@kinderfarmpark.org 

For the latest information, visit our website at: 
www.kinderfarmpark.org 

 

http://www.parkbooksmd.com/
http://www.nature-junction.com/
mailto:contact@kinderfarmpark.org
mailto:mike_lowman@verizon.net
mailto:contact@kinderfarmpark.org
https://d.docs.live.net/018f4dad2ae9917d/Documents/Kinder%20Park%20Docs/Newsletter/2020/Spring/www.kinderfarmpark.org

